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AND MEDULLARY PORTIONS, AND THE 
INTELLECTUAL PRINCIPLE IN ANIMALS, 


The Dura Mater in the Horse.—On en- 
deavouring to raise the roof of the skull in 
any of our patients, we find, adhering to 
the inner surface of the bone, and separated 
from it with difficulty, a dense and strong 
membrane, the dura mater, at once the in- 
ternal periosteum of the bone, and the 
covering of the brain. It adheres to the 
bone by innumerable prolongations of its 
Substance, and by minute vessels, and 
these are most plentiful along the sgtures, 


- and the ridges of the bones. If 1 macerate 


either of the bones composing the cranium 
in diluted muriatic acid, the earthy matter 
will be dissolved, and I shall bave remain- 
ing the outer and the inner membrane—the 
pericranium and the internal periosteam— 
with a great deal of interposed cellular 
tissue, and numerous vessels of communi- 
cation. 

Nature of the Membrane.—This adhesion 
to the bone gives to the dura mater a rough- 
ened surface exteriorly, while it presents 
a polished, glistening face to the mem- 
branes below—thereby obviating injurious 
friction between them. The dura mater is 
united to the membranes below by many 
little chords or prolongations of its sub- 
stance, and these particularly following the 
direction of the sinuses. Each of these 
little chords or doublings of the membrane 
carries a small blood-vessel, and penetrates 
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through the other membranes, and enters 
into the substance of the brain, and is 
firmly tied down wherever it enters, thus 
answering the double purposes of carryi 
blood, and giving support to the brain or 
its membranes, and particularly in the di- 
rection of the great divisions or sinuses. 
This membrane consists of many lamine, 
and it is lacerated with much difficulty. 
The manner in which it covers the Brain.— 
The dura mater completely envelops the 
brain, but does not enter into any of its 
sinuosities or cavities; it accompanies the 
optic nerve out of the cranium, and a pro- 
longation of it, but singularly modified, as 
I shall have hereafter to describe, and no 


‘longer adhering to the bone, passes through 


the foramen magnum, and encloses the 
spinal marrow through its whole extent. 

The Longitudinal Sinus.—The dura mater 
dips deep into the scissure between the 
lobes of the brain, and that in a very curi- 
ous manner. When it arrives at the cen- 
tral scissure on either side, it splits into 
two lamina, or collections of laminw. One 
of them passes over the scissure, and binds 
the lobes together; the other runs deeply 
into it on one side, lining, as it were, 
the lobe on that side and then being 
suddenly inflected or turned at the bottom 
of the scissure, it climbs up the other side 
of the sulcus to reach the external trans- 
verse portion, and thus forms a triangular 
cavity—the longitudinal sinus—the reser- 
voir of the superficial venous blood of the 
brain, as will be hereafter more fully ex- 
plained. 

The Falz.—These lamine approximate 
to each other as they descend between the 
lobes forming the apex of this inverted tri- 
angle, and at length uniting, pierce yet 
more deeply, under the denomination of 
the falx in the human being ; but from the 
flatness of the brain of the quadruped it is 
much less developed, and scarcely deserves 
the name of a falx or scythe. A similar 
division and prolongation of this membrane 
is observable at the tenterium, dippiag 
down beneath the bony part in the form of 
an irregular but narrow fringe. This du- 
plicature of the dura mater is particularly 
extended in some animals that have not a 
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bony tentorium. See this cranial cavity of! part of the brain. So far as wecan judge of 
the sheep, how perfectly it is partitioned it by maceration, it is composed of delicate 
into distinct chambers by these mem-) but condensed cellular tissue; and, like the 
branous curtains. In some quadrupeds, cellular tissue generally, it penetrates every- 
however, the falciform process of the cere- | where, being the vehicle by means of which 
bellum is altogether wanting. * |the blood-vessels and the absorbents are 

The manneg in which the proper falx and |conveyed, by which strength is given to 
the tentorium meet each other at right every part, and by which they are at once 
angles, and the support they give to each divided and united. The externa! surface 


other, and the manner in which both are 

ered tense and effective, are worthy of 
observation. The lateral sinuses are like- 
wise constructed of the lamine of the ten- 
torium ; and the sphenoidal and cavernous | 
sinuses are formed from the splitting of the 
dura mater. 

The Dura Mater in other Domesticated 
Animals.—I do not know of any consider- 
able difference of structure in this mem- 
brane in our other patients, except that the 
cavernous sinuses are moreextensive in the 
ox, and that they likewise contain a kind 
of arterial reservoir derived from the ca- 
rotids. 

The Arachnoid Membrang.—Beneath the 
dura mater aod separated from it by a small 

rtion of fluid, or at least of moisture on 
the surface of the membranes, is the arach- 
noid tunic, so called from being as fine as 
a spider's web. It likewise envelops the 
brain. It is said to float loose between the 
dura mater and the pia mater, but it is tied 
down by those chords and vessels from the 
dura mater which penetrate through it in 
order to reach the brain, and at these points 
of union where we are « ion My bled 
to make a happy dissection, we find a por- 
tion of cellular substance of almost incon- 
ceivable delicacy surrounding the chord, 
and giving some strength to the attachment 
of so fragile a membrave. The arachnoid 
tunic is most easily demonstrated at the 
base of the brain superiorly to the origins 
of the optic nerves. Of its use I cannot 








confidently speak; it may either be a se- 


of the pia mater is smooth and polished— 
the internal surface cannot be demonstrated 
—it may occasionally be torn off, but it 
cannot be dissected—itis, however, neceg- 
sarily roughened by the multitude of ves- 
sels which it conveys into the substance of 
the brain. Both the pia mater and the 
arachnoid membrane are prolonged through 
the whole extent of the spinal cavity. 

The Bulk of the Brain.—We now arrive 
at the brain itself, and the first thing which 
strikes us is its comparatively diminutive 
size in our domesticated animals. Look at 
this brain of the human being, how broad, 
and rounded, and bulky, compared with the 
elongated, flat one of the horse and the ox. 
The buman brain is double the size of that 
of the horse, and, with the bulk of 
the animal, it is many times the size. Com- 
parative anatomists have given us a kind of 
table of the proportionate weight of the 
brain. In the human being it has been 
calculated at vi part of weight of 
the frame ; in dog, according to his 
size, it varies from 3} to yh, part; in 
the horse it is z4,; in the swine ~4,; in 
the sheep yf}, (Carus strangely says 2); 
and in the ox z},- Do we trace any con- 
nexion between this relative bulk of brain 
and the quantum of intelligence? We seem 
to have been classing our patients pretty 
nearly in proportion to their degree of in- 
telligence. But we are not yet prepared 
for this. 

Form of the Brain.—The flatness of the 
brain ®f quadrupeds, compared with the 


creting membrane to supply the fluid inter- rotundity of the human brain, is one of the 
posed between the meninges of the brain, | first things, 1 have said, that will attract our 
or it may be destined in some measure to| attention; and the flatness, when we turn 
cut off the commynication between the the brain over, is far more remarkable be- 
brain and the dura mater, and to prevent low thanabove. The convexity of the mid- 
its too much sympathising with any in- dle lobes is strangely diminished, while 
fiammation or injury of the membranes of the posterior lobe is ina manner lost. ‘These 


the cranium. 

It does not appear that either the dura 
mater or the arachnoid membrane is en- 
dued with sensibility, and in none of our 
patients have we proof of that inflammation 
of the tunica arachnoidea of which medical 
men have spoken. 

The Pia Mater.—Beneath these is the 
proper investing membrane of the brain— 
the pia mater—and which not only covers 
its external surface, but penetrates into 
every sulcus, lines every ventricle, and 
clothes every irregularity and portion and 


circumstances, and particularly the last of 
them, account for the great difference in 
the base of the cranium in the human being 
and the quadruped,—the deep concavities 
of the one, and the comparative flatness and 
regularity of the other. Observe the pro- 
longed oval shape of the brain in the horse, 
the ox, and sheep ; somewhat broader, in- 
deed, posteriorly than anteriorly, and this 
assuming almost the form of a triangle ia 
the dog. 

Irregularities of Surface —We recognise 
an irregularity of surface, as on the human 
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brain—certain prominences and depressions, |lecture, only an apparent difference. In 
but not so marked. The surface of the | the oigeel the ion is posterior 
brain in the quadruped is comparatively | and even superior to the cerebrum ; in the 
tame and inexpressive ; nay, some of our | human being it is inferior ; but this depends 
occasional patients have no convolutions on | upon the manner in which the head is con- 
the surface of the brain ; they are not found | nected with the atlas. In both the cere- 
in the hare, the rabbit, the rodentia ge- | bellum is the portion nearest to the fora- 
nerally, or the bird; and they are not so|men magnum, and under which the crura 
bold or so deep in the ox as in the horse, |cerebri must pass to arrive at the medulla 
nor so much so, compared with the differ- | oblongata and spinal chord. 
ence of bulk, in the horse asin the dog,—| The Difference in the Composition of the 
the swine holding an intermediate place be- | Brain.—lf 1 cut ioto the brain, | find it 
tween the two. We must not dare to con- | composed of two substances very unlike in 
nect this with the proportion of animal food their appearance. ‘Lhe one from its situa- 
by which each is nourished, although, in| tion on the outside of the brain is called the 
proportion as he is carnivorous, his brain is cortical, and from its reddish ashen colour, 
usually convoluted ; but I am atraid that | the cineritious substance ; the other, from 
we do not know enough of the functions of |its pulpy nature, and found deeper in the 
any part of the brain of the quadruped, to| brain, is termed the medullary substance, 
associate these conyolutions with anything | Long hardening in alcohol has proved them 
else. | both to be of a fibrous structure, and has 
Some comparative anatomists, whose de-| confirmed the old opiuion that they are 
scriptions are generally distinguished for | essentially distinct from each other, as well 
their accuracy, bave told us, that “ in the | as of very different composition. Placed in 
opposite hemispheres of the cerebrum in appositiou with each other, and seemingly 
animals, the most exact correspondence | mingling, they ‘never change by degrees 
may be traced between the dispositions of | into one another, or run, as it were, into 
the convolutions in both.” This is erro- | the same mass. 
neous: compare together the hemispheres| The fibres of the cineritious portion run 
of these brains, and tell me whether you | in various ways: on the surface of the brain 
can find in either of them this ‘‘ most exact | they are vertical,—deep within the brain, 
correspondence.”’ I am bound to confess, | they take every possible direction. While 
that after having been in former years aj| they are unconnected with the medullary 
craniologist, my faith began to be shaken, | substance, they are in a manner isolated 
and was at length overturned, by notalways| among each other. The medullary fibres 
finding even ‘‘ the general resemblance”’| are connected throughout the brain. They 
that exists in the buman brain, and certainly | have all a direct or indirect tendency to- 
“* no correspondence between the convolu-| wards the centre and base of the brain; 
tions and the superficial structure of the | and from their common centre, or condensa- 
brain,” and no possibility of discovering | tion of substance and influence and power, 
it ia the living animal, if such correspond - | the nerves derive their origin. The nerves 
ence had existed. | seem to be prolongations of the medullary 
The Divisions of the Brain. —The contents | substance. The cineritious portion is scat- 
of the cranial cavity are divided in pretty | tered every-where, chiefly distributed to- 
nearly the same manner in all quadrupeds. | wards the outside of the brain, but found 
There is the cerebrum and the cerebellum, | also deep in its centre; and striw, or por- 
the former divided into two lobes, and the | tions of it, at the root ofevery nerve. The 
latter into three, or rather into two, united | medulla oblongata and the spina! chord are 
by a belt. There is considerable difference, | evident prolongations of it. 
however, in the relative size of the cere-| The Proportions of Medullary and Cineri- 
brum and cerebellum. In the human being | tious Portions in different Animals.—The 
the cerebellum is about one-ninth of the | facts that I have just stated led to the most 
bulk of the brain; in the ox it bears the| interesting inquiry in which the physiolo- 
Same proportion; in the dog it is one-| gist can be engaged, viz. a comparison be- 
eighth; in the horse one-seventh ; and in| tween the braius of various animals—the 
the sheep one-fifth: this, however, depends | proportions of these two substances in each, 
upon the age, for it is only in the adult| and the character and destiny of the differ- 
animal that the cerebellum is fully deve- | eut animals; and the conclusiou drawn from 
loped. We have not yet inquired into the | such an inquiry will be arrived at without 
functions of these. two portioas of the brain, | difficulty, and will be perfectly satisfactory. 
and when we do, I fear that we shall not be | Compare together these brains—that of the 
able satisfactorily to account for this differ- | buman being, the horse and the ox. Ob- 
ence of bulk. serve, in the first place, the development, 
The relative situation of the cerebrum and | greater beyond comparison, of the nerves of 
cerebellum present, as 1 stated in my last | sense in the brains of the inferior animals ; 
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420 MR. YOUATT ON THE BRAIN IN BRUTES. 
compare the olfactory nerve in the human | we must have carelessly observed him, if we 


being and the quadruped, (I must maintain have not been taught that the sense of 
that it isa perfect nerve, although our best | smell supplies in Him the place of the sense 
comparative anatomists have degraded it} of touch and lessons of experience. To this 
into a mere mammillary process, ) that be- | it must be added, that in power or quickness 
longing to the human brain is not one- | of muscular action, according to the kind of 


fourth the size of the same nerve in the 
horse, nor a sixth part so large as that in 
the ox. Compare the optic nerve in the 
biped and the quadruped, the size of the 
tractus and the bulk of the nerve itself— 
the auditory nerve affords as satisfactory a 
point of comparison. Examirfe that which 
I have described as the common centre of 
the medullary substance or influence, that 
which gives origin to every cerebral nerve 
of sensation and of motion ; first, the crura 
cerebri, mere chords in the human being, 
compared with the broad and bulky pillars 
of the 


quadruped. Observe the medulla 
oblongata, the centre or the condensation of | 


the medullary matter of the cerebellum as 


well as the cerebrum—the origin or com- | 


mencement of the spinal chord—connected 
with loco-motion, with strength and com- 
mon sensibility—connected too, as we shall 
hereafter see, with the powers of organic as 
well as animal life. How striking is the 
difference !—the breadth of the medulla ob- 
longata in the human being is but one- 
seventh part of that of the brain; in the 
horse and ox it is nearly athird ; in the dog 
it is more than a half; in the hog it is more 
than two-thirds. Notwithstanding this 
disproportionate bulk of medullary matter, 
the brain of the horse, the ox, the swine, and 
the dog, is comparatively less, much less than 
that of the human being. The brain of the 
dog is scarcely a fourth part of the propor- 
tionate weight of the human being ; the brain 


of the ox is not a twentieth part. Then how | 


is this difference made up? Why in the 
cortical or cineritious parts. That pre- 
ponderates as much in the human brain as 
the medullary substance does in the brain 
of the quadruped. 

The Functions of the Medullary and Cine- 
ritious Parts in the Human Being and the 


| service that we require, he is all that we 
could wish. In the human being, the senses 
‘are comparatively dull and obtuse—neither 
in hearing, sight, or smell, can we vie with 
the meanest brute, but we have the power 
| of thought to arrange and to compare the 
| intimations which our senses afford us, and 
| to extract from them all that is necessary 
| for our existence and comfort, and to com- 
bine with the impressions that we receive 
|from them many an association which 
| renders them productive of intense delight ; 
and, best and noblest of all, to make them 
the foundation of intellectual improvement 
and moral worth. 

Comparison between the Cineritious and 
Medullary Substance in different Quadrupeds. 
—Observe these brains—that of the horse 
and that of the ox. The brain of the horse 
is considerably the larger of the two—its 
relative weight is nearly double. How is 
this difference made up! In some parts of 
the base of the brain there is more medul- 
lary substance in the ox than in the horse— 
the medulla oblongata and the spinal chord 
are larger—-the additional bulk of brain in 
| the horse is composed of cineritious matter. 
Observe again these brains—that of the dog 
and of the sheep. The dog wasnot half 
the size of the sheep, and yet his brain is 
larger, although, if we examine the base of 
both, there is proportionally more medul- 
lary matter in the sheep than in the dog. 
Here again the additional bulk of brain is 
composed of cineritious substance. How 
different is the character of these animals ! — 
| the sluggish stupid ox, and the intelligent 
horse—the silly sheep, and the intellectual, 
companionable dog. I must not use de- 
cided language on such a subject, but the 
connexion between the cineritious part of 
the brain and the intellectual principle, 





Quadruped.—Now then, Gentlemen, a little | and that between the medullary portion 
light begins to break in upon us. In the|and the mere animal principle, does seem 
quadruped the medullary portion prepon- j at least highly probable. The latter is the 
derates ; in the human being, the cineritious. | medium through which the impression is 
In the former, the senses are acute and the | conveyed, or the motion is effected—the 
muscular power is great ; in the otherthere | former is the substance to which that im- 
is or ought to be a stronger mental principle. | pression is” referred, where it is received, 
The hunter will recognise the cry of the| registered, and compared, and by which 
hounds, and his ears will be erect, and he| the operation of the motor nerves is influ- 
will be all spirit and impatience, long before | enced and governed ; the one is providing 
his rider is conscious of the least sound.| materials to work upon—often rude and 
We soon find in the exercise of our pro-/ useless beyond the present moment—the 
fession, that when all is dark and black | latter is surveying and arranging them, and 
around us, we can trust to the keener vision | building up the fabric of intellectual and 
of our horse, who, if we resign ourselves to | moral worth. 

his guidance, will carry us safelythroughthe; The Preponderance of Animal Power in 
intricacies and dangers of the road, and  Brures—Ube substances of whigb the brain 
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is composed are the same in all our patients 
and in every vertebrated animal. They differ 
only in the mode of arrangement, and in 
their relative quantities. It is what we 
should expect, after experience has taught 
us that the difference between the human 
being and the brute, in intellectual and in 
moral worth, consists in degree and not in 
kind. The animal portion of the brain pre- 
ponderates in each—and in each with 
beautiful adaptation to the situation in 
which he is placed, and his connexion 
with man. Look once more at the olfactory 
nerve, bearing in development an invariable 
proportion to the necessity for acute scent, 
not only for the purposes of the animal in- 
dividually, but of man. Observe this nerve 
in the horse, how large compared with 
that of the human being—larger in the ox, 
who is not so much domesticated, and 
oftener sent into the field to shift for him- 
self—larger still in the swine, who is to 
search for a portion of his food buried 
under the soil, and immersed deeply in 
refuse and filth, and largest of all in the 
dog, the acuteness of whose scent is so 


much connected with our pleasures. As | 
we advance in our subject, the organic | 


nerves will pass in review before us, and 
there we shall observe the same compara- 
tive difference, both in those of the spine, 
and the deeper-seated ganglia—the motor, 
and the secretory or chemical organic 
nerves—the worth of the horse depends 
upon his wind, and that of the ox on his 
disposition to fatten. 

The Diminution, yet existence, of Intellec- 
tual Power in the Brute.—Then this cortical 
part—once more observe it, compare it. 
Forgive a little repetition here. How differ- 
ent its relative quantity —whether compared 
with the human brain, or those of various 
animals! Once more observe it in the dog, 
the horse, the sheep, the ox—compara- 
tively small in each—diminishing in each 
according to the evident proportion of intel- 
ligence. Small we say in each, for in their 
wild state the brutes have no concern, and 
no idea beyond their food and reproduction 
—in their domesticated state they are 
destined to be the servants of man. The 
acuteness of their senses—the preponder- 
ance of the animal power, qualify them for 
this service, but were proportionate intel- 
lectual capacity added to this—were they 
made conscious of their strength, they 
would burst their bonds, and man would in 
his turn be the victim and the slave. Still 
however the cortical part is found in each, 
prevailing in each as it would seem to be 
needed for our purpose that intelligence 
should be added to animal power. In each 
the organisation, the connexions, appear 
to be the same; and the distinction in the 
intellectual—aye, and even the moral quali- 
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ties in the biped and the quadruped, is in 
degree and not in kind—nay, it may so 
happen, that the one being advanced and 
improved by circumstances, and the other 
retarded or contaminated, there may be 
more difference between the cultivated and 
good man, and the savage and depraved 
one, than between the biped and the brute, 

Conclusion.—If we had time I might 
trace in our patients the palpable existence 
of every mental faculty—attention, me- 
mory, association, imagination, judgment ; 
and I might trace too, shall 1 say, the 
germ—no, the full development of many a 
virtue—parental, filial, social affection— 
courage, fidelity, gratitude, disinterested- 
ness, and a consciousness of right and 
wrong. This would be a pleasing relief to 
our severer inquiries into anatomy and dis- 
ease—it would reconcile us to our pro- 
fession—it would teach us to admire and to 
love those whose medical guardians and 
friends we had undertaken to be—it would 
give that impelling principle, that aim and 
object, which would ensure our professional 
success. To this subject let your atten- 
tion be often directed, every day will afiord 
you pleasing illustration of it, and the re- 
sult will be that your professional fame will 
be established on the only sure basis— 
science and humanity. 
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TUBERCULAR CONSUMPTION, 


In the lecture to-day, Gentlemen, I shall 
take the opportunity, in tracing the progress 
of cases of that scourge of our country, 
tubercular consumption of the lungs, to 
point out to you those diagnostic symptoms, 
which you will be constantly and anxiously 
required to decide upon in the future exer- 
cise of your profession; and at the same 
time that I show you the inflexible charac- 
ter of the disease, and how slight the chance 
is of recovery from it, let me impress upon 
you the possibility of temporary, and even 
of permanent cure, and the rational mode of 
attempting it. In order to illustrate the 
symptoms of the stages of this formidable 
disease, 1 have laid on the table a series of 
specimens of the tubercles of the lungs at 
different periods of their progress, and of 
the destruction of the lung subsequently, 
besides that which has been preserved from 
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one of the patients in question after death, 
but which is even less satisfactory to the 
eye than those which have been put up, 
suspended in a clear fluid. 

The Tubercles. 


In speaking of consumption, I confine 
that term to the disease di ding on the 
generation, growth, softening, and evacu- 
ation of tubercles, and do not apply it to 
eny of the sequels of the common inflamma- 
tions, catarrh, peripneumony, and pleurisy, 
although they also may produce hectic, and 
prove fatal; but tubercles are a specific 
morbid growth in the lungs, not produced 
by common inflammation, but arising like 
scrofula, if not identical with scrofula, and 
which, so far from being produced by in- 
flammation, do produce inflammation them- 
selves only when they have grown to some 
size, though inflammation may incidentally 
oceur simultaneously with them. These 
little light-coloured grains, not {arger than 
the head of a pin, are the first state or ger- 
mination of the tubercles in the lungs, 
which have the name of miliary tubercles 
from their resemblance to millet seed ; in 
this state it is my opinion, that they may 
remain for some time without producing any 
Symptom whatever; the person may have 
a cough at the same time, from catarrbal 
affection, or sympathetic irritation, but I 
tan give you an instance that they may be 
in the lungs without producing cough, 
though it is very seldom that you have an 
Opportunity of seeing this confirmed. You 
ought, however, when any person dies 
from an accident in the surgical wards, to 


search for young tubercles in the lungs. | 
You may also obtain miliary tubercles in) 


lungs which have old tubercles, as it is 
therr nature to come on in successive crops, 
so that you may find young ones when e 
patient has died of the o!d. 

The case to which I have above briefly 
alluded, was that of a young female who 
was under treatment for amenorrhcea in the 
hospital; she went out on leave of absence 





converted, and this substance afterwards 
wr ~ to the ao of curd, this 
curd-like matter not differing in appearance 
from what is always formed a corunieds 

ts. Whilst this white substance 
is firm, the tubercle is called crude or un- 
ripe, affording this firm white appearance 
when cut into, Such being the second stage, 
as the term maturation is applied to the 
third stage, having been supposed to be 
suppuration, and the term maturation or 
ripening applied to abscesses, was applied 
also to the softening of the tubercles; but 
this melted-down tubercular matter is dif- 
ferent from pus, which is formed fluid in 
the first instance, as you see every day on 
the surface of granulating wounds or ulcers. 
This melting down of the tubercles is the 
effort of nature towards a cure; by their 
thus becoming liquid, the creamy matter 
makes its way into the bronchial tubes, by 
an ulcerative process, during which, that is 
whilst there is that degree of inflammation 
previous to the breaking, as well as whilst 
they are emptying, there is hectic fever, 
and according as the tubercles are evacu- 
ated, these cavities, or a honey-combed 
appearance, are left in the lung, and, as you 
see, the tubercles are often in masses or 
clusters, there will be often these large 
pouches left, when a!l the white matter is 
expectorated; and provided there have 
been but few tubercles in the first instance, 
the cavities left get a kind of new skin or 
lining to them, and the patient may live 
on, which is an actual recovery from actual 
phthisis, which bas by some been thought 
impossible. 

Now the nature of tubercles is not yet 
decided. My opinion is, that they are a 
strumous disease of the minute lymphatics 
of the lungs, growing like other tumours 
by the addition of coagulable lymph, which 
assumes various grades of organisation, 
and follows the course which I have just 
described. The analogy of the morbid pro- 
cess is in favour of this, and also the most 


| successful treatment in the few cases which 


on an inelement day, and got an attack of |recover after the tubercles have ripened. 
peritonitis, of which she died in a few doys; | Considering this simple statement of the 
she had not had cough, though itis so com-| disease, you might be surprised that more 
mon a complaint with amenorrhea! females, | do not recover, but you must recollect that 
yet on examination of the viscera, there |these strumous tumours being within the 
were found a great many miliary tubercles, lungs, must, during their progress, induce, 
such as you see before you, in one lung.|and be complicated with, more or less pe- 
These miliary tubercles are more easily |ripneumony, pleurisy, and catarrh ; besides 
felt than seen, except when the lung is|the diminution of the pulmonary tissue so 
injected with red, as they are of a semi-/| necessary tolife, and the hectic wear of the 
transparent grey, and whea cut into, or | constitution. 

bruised with the nail, heve very much the; Besides the distinct tubercles in a crude 
appearance of the lymphatic ganglia; they state, there sometimes is found a mass or 
grow larger by a deposition of a whitish | masses of this crude tubercular matter, to 
substance resembling coagulated lymph, | which Laennec gives the neme of tubercu- 
only denser, which seems to be deposited | lar infiltration; | believe it to be just simi- 
within them, rather than that they are so/lar to the other, a deposit of lymph pro- 
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duced by the tubercles, but coalescing into 
a mass according to circumstances of greater 
or less inflammatory action, &c.—a very 
similar deposit taking place in cases of 
peripneumony, to which Laennec has given 
the name of purulent infiltration, but which 
is by no means pus, but coagulable lymph, 
solid at first, and which afterwards melts 
down, like the tubercular deposit, the tu- 
bereular being the firmer of two, per- 

from its more gradual formation. 

ow the tubercles at commencement do 
not necessarily produce any symptoms, no 
more than a chain of strumous knots on the 
lymphaties, which may frequently be felt 
in the side of the neck, but produce no 
uneasiness whatever, and are often re- 
absorbed without any remedy being used ; 
and we have no proof whatever that tuber- 
eles in the lungs are not reabsorbed, and I 
rather suspect they sometimes are; the 
difficulty that we have in ascertaining their 
existence in the early stage, is still very 
great, unless they be in such number that 
there is little hope of recovery. Yet the prto- 
gress of auscultation has been such, that we 
may hope for still further additions to our 
power of diagnosis, and the more thorough 
knowledge we have of the nature of the 
disease, the more power we shall have to 
combat it. Hitherto the application of re- 
medies in phthisis has been in many cases 
quite empirical, and often inert, sometimes 
mischievously active. You must make up 
your mind that it is a disease of tremendous 
power, and that there are but few cases 
within the reach of art; but be certain that 
some are, otherwise you will lose that per- 
severing energy which it is the duty of 
every medical man to exert, as long as there 
is life: I do not say as long as there is 
hope, for oftentimes is there recovery from 
various diseases, after all hopes had been 
relinquished. 


The Treatment. 


If you understand the treatment of stru- 
mous cases, you have the groundwork of 
the treatment of phthisis, modifying that 
by calculating the nature of the organ in 
which the tumours are formed, and throagh- 
out making every effort to support the 
Strength, not merely to preserve the vital 


powers, but for the purpose of promoting | 


the kindly healing of the sores; for you 
must have abundant opportunities of seeing 
in the surgical wards, how soon stremous 
and other ulcers become worse, as the pa- 
tient becomes weaker; hence one of the 
great difficulties in phthisis is, that con- 
stantly the presence of the tubercles brings 
on inflammation, that being in the chest is 
peripneumony, or pleurisy, calling for anti- 
phlogistic treatment, the risk is, that 
in reducing the acute inflammation you 








reduce the of the constitution, and 
so increase the chronic or strumoid disease, 
Here you have an explanation of the benefit 
experienced by some in the use of digitalis, 
which keeps down the pulse and acute in- 
flammation, without wasting the vital fluid, 
or depressing the system, except in some 
cases where it disagrees with the stomach, 
and then of course does mischief by weak- 
ening; but because digitalis was found of 
use, it was recommended and used empiri- 
cally, that is indiscriminately ; and b 

it was used indiscriminately in such a fatal 
disease, it of course lost its character, ex- 
cept with those who could understand in 
what states it was ionally beneficial, 
and would only use it in those; for in the 
eases of phthisis with a feeble pulse, and 
no tendency to acute inflammatory action, 
it eould do nought but harm. Again, the 
constant repetition of emetics has done 
good on a similar principle in phthisis, as 
well as in abscesses, by checking the depo- 
sition of new matter, and facilitating the 
removal of old, as elaterium is useful in 
dropsy by its emetic as well as purgative 
properties ; but the repetition of emetics is 
so distressing, and the chances of cure of 
phthisis so few, that few persons now pre- 
seribe this mode of treatment, which was 
at one time much praised and resorted to 
in this disease, as well as by surgeons for 
the removal of abscesses. 

Some years ago a gentleman of the name 
of Stewart adopted a rational mode of treat- 
ment with which he had considerable suc- 
cess, but because he cou!d not work miracles 
his plan was depreciated ; his method was 
entirely tonic, and especially the cautious 
use of cold and tepid ablutions of the skin, 
a modification of cold bathing, a remedy 
which is found so uniformly beneficial in 
promoting the resolution of strumous tu- 
mours. Some patients with phthisical 
symptoms recovered strength, under his 
directions, for atime. Many had a recur- 
rence of their symptoms, and died ; but this 
should not be held an argument against the 
propriety of his treatment, which brought 
the patient through one erop of tubercles, 
because a second or a third crop proved 
fatal. The hydrocyanic acid, again, has been 
of great use in some possible cases, but not 
being able to effect impossibilities, it has 
shared the fate of digitalis, and of Mr. 
Stewart’s plan. 








_ Case, with Recoverizs. 


About nine years ago, a young married 
lady, who had two children, came under my 
care with all the symptoms of confirmed 
consumption, cough, and muco-purulent 
expectoration, She had oceasionally spit a 
little blood ; there were night sweats and 


colliquative diarrhea. 1 supported her 





strength with animal food, and some fer- 
mented liquor, whenever her pulse could 
bear it; gentle exercise in the open air, 
and free admission of air into her rooms. 
I restrained the diarrhoea by catechu, log- 
wood, and sometimes opiates; sometimes 
applied half-a-dozen leeches and blisters, 
gave digitalis for a few days, when 
there was appearance of acute inflammation ; 
sometimes gave -bark and soda,—some- 
times quinine with diluted sulphuric acid, 
which restrained the sweats. Beyond my 
hopes, she got well, and continued so for 
above five years, having one child more in 
that time. I think that during the attack she 
had expectorated a crop of tubercles, but 
I cannot be certain, as | had not then prac- 
tised auscultation. However, a little more 
than three years ago, she had a renewal of 
all the symptoms, and I know that she then 
had cavities in the lungs ; there was crepi- 
tation, pectoriloquy, and cavernous respira- 
tion and rhonchus. From this she recovered 
in ; and when she regained her strength 
had anotherchild. Six or seven months ago 
she had another return of the same symptoms, 
and died,—the lungs, upon examination, 
being more completely excavated than I 
have ever seen, except in one of those 
specimens from the museum. The process 
of utero-gestation is said to suspend the pro- 
gress of phthisis, but the period of one 
pregnancy bears a small proportion to 
the interval between the first and second 
attack. 


Auscultation. 


One great advantage of auscultation is, 
that it enables us to decide whether any 
cases of consumption are cured ornot. Pre- 
vious to its discovery, if a case got well, 
there was always a doubt whether the pa- 
tient had been really consumptive, as in 
Stewart's cases, whilst all who died were 
put to the account of consumption without 
any reserve. I may bere recapitulate a few 
of the auscultatory observations made in the 
wards. If there are but a few miliary, or even 
crude tubercles, you have no‘evidence from 
auscultation or percussion ; if there are 
many, or tubercalarinfiltration, and you may 
almost always expect to find them near the 
clavicles, there is diminution of respiratory 
murmur; but from the solidification you 
will have more or less bronchial respiration 
or bronchophony, and some diminution of 
sound on percussion. Whereas, if the 
cough for which you are coysulted be pro- 
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ha _ a make ; 
ving ri » begins to its way into 
the texture of the lungs and bronchia, 
when a kind of crepitation is heard, being a 
mixture of rhonchus mucosus with the rhon- 
chus crepitans, or what Laennec calls sub- 
crepitans, and partaking more of the pure 
crepitation, in proportion as, at about this 
time, the lungs may become in a peri- 
pneumonic state just round the tuber- 
cles, or mixed up with a@dematous cre- 
pitation when the consumption has brought 
on dropsical symptoms ; besides which 
you find occasional admixture of rhon- 
chus sonorus gravis, or sibilans, which 
you must learn not to confound with 
the diagnostic signs, but which we cannot 
analyze in a clinical lecture, as may be 
done with facility and advantage at the bed- 
side, and you have but too many opportu- 
nities in the wards. I must remind you 
again and again, when you do not hear 
sounds satisfactorily during respiration, 
to make the patient cough, so as to remove 
~ tag 9 which may be obstructing the 
tubes, and so vent the real state from 
being heard. After the crepitation has lasted 
some time, you begin to have new sounds, 
according as the cysts of the tubercles get 
cleared out; when they are quite empty they 
produce cavernous respiration and pecto- 
riloquy ; when they contain some soft tu- 
bercular matter, and pus or mucus, you hear 
cavernous guggling rhonchus. The sound 
from percussion at that period alters, be- 
coming louder again on account of the hol- 
lowness from the excavations. 

Pectoriloquy is a certain evidence of the 
existence of a cavity ; it produces pectorilo- 
quy distinctly, ifnotlargerthan a nutmeg, or 
even less, In one instance, we had a patient 
with aneurism of the aorta, in whom, during 
examination of the chest, pectoriloquy was 
observed in one spot only, which was be- 
tween the scapula and spine, and which 
sometimes ceased to be discoverable for a 
day. After death, it was found that disease 
of a vertebra, close to the head of a rib, had 
caused a small abscess, which, instead of 
pointing externally, had made its way into 
the lung, through which the pus was eva- 
cuated ; this cyst, not so large as a nutmeg, 
gave pectoriloquy when empty, but when 
full of pus, as when he had. been lying 
quiet, gave no sound. 

Having prefaced so much, I may now 
enter on the minutie of the case which I 
have selected, as showing most of the usual 

h 





duced by catarrh, the sound on per 
will not be dull, and there will not be bron- 
cophony ; and ifthe murmur be diminished 
by emphysema, the sound from percussion 
will, on the contrary, be extraloud. In the 


progress of the disease, there is no altera- 
tion in these auscultatory signs, except 





p na of this disease, the progress of 
which you have witnessed, 


CASE Ie 


M.C., wtat. 25, unmarried, October 27th, 
1831, has had cough for twelve months, 
which she attributes to wet feet; feels very 

















i 


and says she has fallen away, but 
cannot be said to be emaciated. She 
from 


plains of debility and tightness in the 
3 the a ewe on she has had 
at the sternum, which sometimes sub- 
, and returns when she catches cold, 
as from the least dampness of feet ; had 
stitches in the left side at first, at which 
time she was bled without relief, and again 
in June, with no better result ; ex illo tem- 

catamenia usque adfuerunt. Has co- 

in the cheeks, not circumscribed ; 
tongue nearly clean, but too florid, and 
cracked, and with a clear white fur, or pel- 
licle, at the back ; very little appetite, and 
none for animal food ;-has had tendency to 
diarrhea for the last fortnight; has chills, 
succeeded by flushes of heat, and night 
sweats producing debility ; skin at present 
natural; pulse 108, soft. The cough is 
loose ; expectoration greenish-yellow and 
mucose, as from tubercular excavations ; 
she once expectorated some blood. ‘here 
is crepitation in various parts, especially at 
the upper part of right lung, where there is 
bronchial respiration and also cavernous re- 
spiration and pectoriloquy. 


tf 


Mist. ferri comp. 3iss ter die ; 
Lohock empl. cantharidis sterno. Milk diet. 


In this case nosological symptoms were 
not sufficient to establish the existence of 
tubercular consumption, for the whole train 
mentioned might have occurred as the pro- 
duction of the cause alleged, that is, catch- 
ing cold from wet feet ; for it appears that it 
did actually produce a pleuritic attack in the 
first instance ; and the sequele of a severe 
pleurisy are, not unfrequently, hectic, with 
cough and expectoration, and we know well 
that the description of the expectoration 
given in the statement of the case is but 
presumptive evidence. The expectoration 
of blood, too, is by no means inconsistent 
with the supposition of the disease being 
only pleuritic in the first instance ; and | 
must here take the opportunity of observing 
to you, that though there are not many 
cases of phthisis in which there is not some 
expectoration of blood at some period, still 
that many cases of hemoptysis occur with- 
out being connected with tubercular dis- 
ease, and more especially in females. With 
respect to the natural state of the skin, and 
colour of the cheeks being not circumscribed, 
as stated in the first report,this is worth your 
attention, as showing how perfect an inter- 
mission there was in the forenoon, though 
the hectic was fully formed, so as to pro- 
duce hot dry skin and circumscribed hectic 
flush in the evenings, followed by night 
sweats, or rather morning sweats, for the 
patient is generally hot, dry, and restless 
till four or five o'clock, when a sleep comes 
on, from which patients are soon awoke by 
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an uncomfortable state of perspiration. She 
had an aphthous state of the mouth, the 
fauces being inclined to be sore, as well as 
the back of the tongue, with a whitish pel- 
licle; the tongue florid and glazed as if 
skinned ; but neither this thrush in the 
mouth, nor night sweats, are diagnostic of 
tubercles, they being met with in hectic from 
any cause , dysentery, for instance, or from 
abscess in the liver, or groin, or psoas 
abscess, kc. But when, added to the pre- 
ceding symptoms, we have the signs re- 
corded from auscultation, all doubt was 
removed, and we had only to trust to the 
means of supporting the strength, and allay- 
ing the irritation, With a pulse 103, and 
soft, and the symptoms enumerated, there 
was, to my judgment, no indication for 
bleeding of any kind, nor digitalis, nor an- 
timony, nor any debilitating or contra-sti- 
mulant medicine. The case was hopeless, but 
our duty remains the same, to follow up a 
rational plan to the last. I gave the mist. 
ferri co., the Griffith’s mixture, once cele- 
brated in consumption, and nothing more 
suitable here, as the myrrh and iron both 
would help to restrain the diarrhea, and 
give some tone to the prime vie, which 
evinced loss of it by the want of appetite ; 
the linctus, which has a minute portion of 
tinct. opii in it, lubricates the fauces, and 
allays the cough, and the blister was in- 
dicated to relieve the chronic pleuritic 
state which existed; she could not take 
animal food, and milk was the next best 
nourishment for her. The next day the 
report was as good as could be expected; 
the action of the bowels was restrained, 
and the breathing was relieved by the 
blister. On the next visit, before going up 
to her, I mentioned to the pupils that she 
would give a good account of herself, it 
being the peculiar characteristic of the dis- 
ease to be buoyant with hope and con- 
fidence to the last. November 1st. She 
said at once cheerfully, that she was much 
better, but she could not specify any ame- 
lioration, except less uneasiness in chest 
and better spirits. She felt stronger from 
the effect of the tonic, but her disease was 
unabated ; and upon being questioned, she 
said her cough was not better, she was no 
stronger, and had no better appetite ; night 
sweats continued, and though she said at 
first that she slept well, she acknowledged 
that she was disturbed by the cough. 

After this the hectic increased in the day- 
time, the other symptoms advanced gra- 
dually ; emaeiation went on, and diarrhaa 
returned, yet in each report the first words 
are, ‘* feels much better,” though our sub- 
sequent cross examination tells the too 
steady progress of the malady. At one 
time she had bark and soda by day, and an 
opiate at night, which relieved her tem- 





porarily 5 at another time she took 3i hy- 
rocyanic acid every two hours, for a few 
days, to allay an irritable state of the 
stomach, which it succeeded in doing, but 
made her feel weaker. She then bad Grif- 
fith’s mixture again, but it is unnec 

to state more than that aphthe increased, 
and the diarrhwa was not to be restrained. 
About three days before her death, her 
voice became inaudible from the thrush, 
and delirium came on in the mght-time ; she 


Says that ten months ago she had rheumatie 
fever, from which she did not recover for 
five months, when cough and dyspnea com- 
menced, which have increased up to the 
present time ; expectoration puriform ; she 
perspires much at night, and 1s losing flesh ; 
pulse 120; tongue clean; bowels confined ; 
she sometimes brings up her food; voice 





hoarse and weak; cavernous respiration ; 
re, under both clavicles; cre- 
| pitation. irudines x lateri dextre et postea 


returned to her senses in the day-time until | vesicaterium. Haustus cathart. statim. _Mitk 
the 15th instant, when she died, making at diet. Yesterday she was slightly relieved, 
the last no complaint, except of soreness of | but there is too much mischief in the chest, 
the larynx. {and a great deal of pleuritie inflammation, 
On examination after death were ob-/ going on, with a hard pulse. I ordered 
served, the whole upper part of the right! leeches again with 5xv tinct. digitalis ex 
lung adherent to the pleura costalis by its | mist. salina antim. 3iss ter die. ‘To-day the 
own pleura in a state of recent inflammation, | plearisy is relieved, but the auscultatory 
and which formed part of the parietes of a, signs forbid us to be flattered by that. 
large excavation, without any pulmonary Concluding Remarks, 


substance being left to intervene. On the 
left side old adhesions of the pleura, this! I have here presented you, Gentlemen, 
being the site of the first pleuritic attack| with exemplifications of the nature and 
mentioned in the case. treatment of the disease, phthisis. In many 
The right lung had multilocular cavities | cases there occurs, the super-addition of 
throughout. In the left lung there were peripneumony, pleurisy, bemoptysis, or 
several cavities superiorly. In varieus parts |catarrh, or complications with disease of 
of both lungs there were tubercles in dif-| other viscera, and often dropsy comes on 
ferent stages, all which appearances you at the last; and hastens the fatal termina- 
have now before you, explanatory of the | tions. or that plearitic effusion into the chest, 
symptoms, and also these ulcerated ap- | which Laennec calls empyema. When there 
pearances in the intestines at the termina- | is h ptysis, perip y, or pleurisy, 
tion of the ilium, aud about the sigmoid or any complication requiring antiphlo- 





flexure of the colon, explanatory of the dis | gistic treatment, recollect the analogy be- 
tressing diarrhea which constantly occurs tween the phthisical and strumous constitu- 


in these cases in the latter stages. tions, and save the force of the patient as 

The thrush in the mouth is generally co- much as possible. I would not have you 
eval with,"and indicative of, this ulcerated | bleed patieuts beyond what is absolutely 
aphthous or thrushy state of the bowels ;| necessary in any case, but ina sound con- 
but you must not imagine that when there stitution, with peripneumony or pleurisy, 
is thrush, especially in young persons,| you err on the safe side by knocking 
there is always ulceration of the bowels, | down the inflammation. In a consumptive 
for children have thrush tery frequently babit. you must avoid knocking down the 
when debilitated by irritative diseases, such | constitution if you can help it. But, [ must 
as from teething or worms, from which | confess, vou are placed between two evils, 
they rapidly recover when the cause is re | sad so choose the less as well as you can 
moved. judge. One thing I am convinced of is, 
that the true principle of treating consump- 
tion is, to support the patient's strength to 

The next case is one of those which, | the utmost, and that though occasional com- 
before the diagnosis established by Laennec, | plications may call for antiphlogistic treat- 
used to be thought phthisis laryngea; af-| ment, tubercular disease, by itself, does not. 
fording false hopes that counter-irmtation' 1 must caution you against shutting up 
on the throat, &c. might effect acure. She! phthisical patients in warm rooms. I am 
had also symptoms, which used to get many | satisfied that the want of exercise induces 
a case of phthisis the name of alivercough,|a languor, which makes them wear out 
that is, the pain in the right hypochondrium, | faster than if permitted to ride or walk ac- 
costiveness, and indigestion ; but you will cording to their strength in the open air, 
find when | read the auscultatory symptoms | at every exacerbation of their complaint 
set down, that they tell too truly the state| phthisical patients say they have canght 
of the lungs. | fresh cold, but the same thing occurs when 

M. T., #tat. 30, married, 19th January. | the experiment has been tried of keeping 
Complaios of cough, shortness of breathing, | them in rooms gtaduated by a thermometer. 
and pain in the right hypochondrium.| A mild climate is useful, by permitting more 


CASE It. 





i Ee ap, a - m/. FL 


DR. BILLING ON PETECHIAL FEVER. 427 


free éxefcise in the open air, but when | you have seen that in several of these cases 
you look at the specimens on the table, you when the bowels are set going, they run 
may judge whether a warm climate could | on too fust. 


regenerate such lungs. I find to-day that the bowels are not 
—_—— open, she has had a restless night, and 


PRTECHIAL FEVER. complains of her head, but this you must 
We have two new cases of the petechial expect whilst the fever holds, which we 
this week; and in one you have Cannot stop though we may control it. 1 
had the advantage of seeing the progress of | have ordered 
the disease from its commencement, as it | Hirud. x temporibus ; and 
occurred in a patient who was convalescent, | Magnesia sulph. 3) ; 
and on the point of leaving the hospital,— Ant. tart. gr. 4 ; 
that young woman whose case of severe | Ex aque 3iss, 4tis horis dum alvus solute 
ipelas of the leg 1 explained to you at, Suerit. 
«former lecture (p.585),andwhoremained! The next case is more severe, as having 
some time, after her general health was re-| been of longer duration without remedy, 
established, on account of a weakness of the | and besides the usual affection of the head, 
limb, which was relieved by the support of considerable complication of inflammation 
strapping with emplast. plumbi. | both in chest and abdomen, 


CASE I. CASE Il. 


8.J., etat. 19, unmarried. 20th January.; M. H., #tat. 15, unmarried. Jan. 19, 
She was attacked on the evening of the 17th 1 p.m. Complains of headach, cough, pain 
inst. with chills and shiverings, succeeded | in the abdomen, and of its feeling hard and 
by severe pains in the head, back, and distended ; took to her bed on the 14th inst., 
limbs, atcompanied by vertigo; skin hot but was ailing some days previously with 


and dry; face flushed ; nurse said she had | 


headach ; only one scauty motion since 14th ; 


remarked her being languid for some time ; | eyes dull and rather suffused; cough fre- 
tongue white; pulse full, strong —_ | quent, dry ; pulse 120, weak ; tongue white ; 
quent. Mr. Williams gave ber an em@ic, 

and afterwards some opening medicine, | 
Yesterday, the symptoms continuing, pe- | 
techie out, bowels open, she was bled to 
| a To-day she complains of nausea ; | 


ad no sleep, and felt her head confused in 
the night ; it is clear at present, but aches ; 
pulse 120, not strong but hard ; tongue 


skin bot, and moist in some parts; abdo- 
men tender on pressure. 
V.S.ad §xvi. Enema cath. statim. 
Antim, tart. gr. 5; 
Magnesia sulph. 3) ; 
Ex aq. §j, 4tis horis. 
Seven p.m. Head relieved from pain 
and sense of weight by the VS. She has 


white, farred ; skin hot and dry, but per- | nad five copious motions since the enema. 


spiring at some parts ; epistaxis in = 


night ; bowels not open; abdomen rum- 
bling, not tender on pressure ; throat sore ; 
some cough ; rhonchus sibilans. 


Abrad, capillitium ; hirud. x temporibus ; 
Enema cathart. statim. 
Contin. sulph. quinine. 


In this case there was no obscurity of 
symptoms; the fever was synocha in full 
force, requiring the antiphlogistiec treat- 
ment which was adopted. You know that 
1 do not consider tonics stimulant ; she bad 
been taking sulphate of quinine before this 
attack, and I allowed her to continue it. 
I have often observed to you that it has 
little influence in continued fever, though 
so efficacious in intermittent or remittent ; 
here, fever came on whilst she was charged 
with it, 1 am satisfied it does no harm in 
continued fever, and that the moment the 





fever has turned, the sooner it promotes 


convalescence. The head is the part most | 


20. Feels better, head relieved, but still 
complains of the abdomen, which feels 


jtumid and tender on pressure, and of the 


cough hurting the abdomen; no bronchial 
rhonchus; thirst, skin, and eyes, as yes- 
terday; petechiw on the face and body ; 
pulse 120, soft; tongue has a white fur ; 
no motions since last evening; urine high- 
coloured. 

Rep. enema. 

Antim. tart. gr. ¥ ; 

Ex aque 38s, alternis horis; 

Hirud. xx epigastrio. 

To-day the bowels are freely open, and 
the abdominal sensations relieved, but there 
is still troublesome cough, and pain in the 
chest, and there is an inflammatory crepi- 
tation in the left side of the chest, for 
which I have ordered ten more leeches to be 
applied; the pulse is to-day of a moderate 
strength—that is to say, it is not so Weak, 
for hitherto it might have passed for a ty- 


affected in this case, the chest less than in| phous pulse, in consequence of the oppres- 
most of the others who have had this epi-| sion of the system from the extent of in- 
demic; from the rumbling state of the | flammation of thé viseera, pleuro-peripneu- 
bowels 1 have ordered ouly an enema, anjamny, and enteritis, complicated with the 
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epidemic fever, of which the reddish-brown | fluid into the veins, as a remedy in the 
petechia which showed themselves yester- collapsed stage of — — —— a 
day are diagnostic. I say peripneumony, | pertunity to some -- gence; 
not catarrh, as there o? gyno — ae —— o y : to 
catarrbal rhonchus, and the costiveness | depreci is powe remedy, I crave 
was indicative of enteritis, not catarrh of that you will honour the following remarks 
the mucous membranes of the bowels. 1 | with a place in your much-esteemed paper. 
consider her still very seriously ill, not- The fret assault is made by Dr. Craigie 
withstanding the diminution of symptoms ; of Leith, in the Courant of the 14th June, 
the most favourable aye _ | - —s — _ = om = treatment 
ider the risi ft se under the | of cholera; he not only attacks the practice, 
edaneent of bleeding, hue. and open- | but what is equally unpardonable, saben an 
ing enemata. : attempt to appropriate a discovery to which 
I must call your attention once more to| he is by no means entitled. At the outset 
the analogy which this epidemic has with he, by way of excusing himself for intro- 
the exanthemata. This is the seventh or | ducing his letter into the Courant, says, 
eighth case you have seen amongst my pa- The Edinburgh Medical Journal being 
tients, ae ae s others — mano ony — quarterly, | deem —_ —~ 
rred; and on referring to the journal, m: ‘e of communicating speedily 
os, will see that they Sate ba of re-| extensively a notion of what we have begun 
semblance with measles, scarletina, and| here.” A notion of what? ‘Of the wonder- 
vside~thet is, fever, with eruption of | ful effects of injecting saline solutions into the 
spots, some sore throat, more or less cough, veins in the stage of collapse.” This is fol- 
sometimes tenderness in the epigastrium, lowed by a statement, that the faculty are 
irregular sweating, and just as you have in| already in possession of this information, u1s 
the exanthemata, « good full synocha pulse, | cases and several documents by Drs. Latta and 
except when there is so much mischief in | Lewins having been published in Tue Lancer 
the viscera as to cause a sinking of the jand another medical Journal, to which for 
system, and these cases will encourage you Pagpiculars he begs to refer. Was the infor- 
to adopt antiphlogistic treatment in bad | - - a ——— 
sases of the exanthemata. not already sp rom the to the 
We Beersheba of the land, nay, even far beyond 
the bounds of the Courant’s circulation ? 
Why then repeat such information in a 
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evident from what follows. After letting 
OFFERED TO THE PRACTICE OF out some sagacious stuff of his own in the 
shape of theory of cholera, in opposition to 
VENOUS INJECTIONSIN CHOLERA. | «* the doctrines held by all the writers, both 
Indian and European,” he states, ‘‘ As to 
the treatment, my attention has been parti- 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. cularly turned latterly to the various means 
é . of introducing into the circulating system, 
Sir,—lIt is certainly much to be lament-| that is, through the medium of the absorb- 
ed that we should have members in the| ents, the saline fluid which is awanting in 
profession guilty of scribbling on medical| the blood. As the injection by the veins 
subjects in the newspapers of the day./ must in the nature of things be hazardous, 
This is a crime for which they have no|as indeed we have already experienced 
excuse, for if they have aught of such im-| here, in this I am happy to say I have suc- 
portance to communicate to the profession, | ceeded in a remarkable degree.” And what 
they have free access to a respectable me-| is the remarkable discovery? That a cou- 
dical _— established for this purpose.| ple of spoonfuls of salt, dissolved in two 
Indeed no respectable practitioner can pos- tea-cupfulls of cold water, could, on being 
sibly be guilty ofsuch empiricism, for, cer-| swallowed, remove the phenomena of col- 
tainly, quackery it is, in the humblest sense lapse in cholera! In the case quoted, 
of that degrading term. Why shalla man|+ reaction was fairly established in four or 
act so unprofessionally as to bring himself) five minutes.’ The honour of such a dis- 
before the wide world in a matter of which | covery is worth having, and lest that should 
so large @ proportion of the community is be diminished, the remedy having pre- 
ignoFant—ais utterly unqualified to judge? viously been used elsewhere, the candid 
By doing so he ranks with the quacks of| doctor declares, “* I am quite aware that 
the day, tor his only motive can be to acquire | salt and water was recommended before, 
a little notice, or perhaps give vent toa! both in India and Russia, but it was then 
little venomous spite. y |distinetly given with a view to promote 

The introduction of th injection of saline | free vomiting and purging, and as soon as 
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that Was accomplished it was given up, | practice. The saline injection, though one 
whereas I hold ihe good effects in this, of the most powerful remedies yet dis- 
arose distinctly from the absorption of the covered, requires the prompt assistance of 
fluids into the blood.” ‘Two teacupfuls every other means in our power; the na- 
absorbed in four or five minutes, and that ture of these means will altogether de- 
sufficient to establish reaction fairly! Is. pend on the notions we have formed of the 
not this discovery a direct emanation from various phenomena of the disease; these 
Apollo himself, made out of respect to the | conceptions, like the doctor’s, may be quite 
erudite doctor, and of humanity to mankind ? | unscientific, unsupported by one fact in 
All insignificant as it is, it might have been physiology, and may introduce modifications 
entitled to some respect, as, in the present! of practice inconsistent with the recovery 
crisis, everything new connected with cho- | of the sick. No doubt attempts have been 
lera is. Is it not a fact, thatever since| made to modify the practice, and warm 
1 was aware of Dr. O’Sbaughnessy’s ana-) water, and pure blood, and solutions of quinine, 
lysis of cholera blood, I have used the | of morphia, and of albumen, have been tried, 
saline solution here by the mouth and rec- but all such modifications have been laid 


tum too? Is it not a factthat Dr. Craigie 


was aware of such practice, and often con- | 


versed with me on the subject? Nay, he} 
must be aware that such practice has for 
some time been general every-where ; but 
the editor of a newspaper is not expected to 
know so much of medical practice as to be 
aware of this; and though he did, he is 
entitled to insert any advertisement, no 
matter how absurd, if he is paid for it. 
As for the doctor’@ strictures on the venous 
saline injection, ‘‘ which he considers 
hazardous, as indeed we have already ex- 
perienced here,’ I will only state, that 
the safety and simplicity of the practice have 
the honourable testimony of the most scien- 
tific members of the profession bere. It 
produces instant relief from a load of suf- 
fering, and in no case where I have used 
it, has it produced any bad consequences. 
In many instances it has prolonged life for 
days and even weeks, and has been the 
chief remedy in restoring a respectable 
proportion of cases to health, where every 
other means had utterly failed. No doubt 
the meanest operation in surgery may in 
some hands prove ‘* hazardous,’’ but where 
lies the censure? And so it is with venous 
injections, the operator may want discrimi- 
nation when it is to be practised, and may 
even be destitute of the better tact neces- 
sary for the proper application of the appa- 
ratus, which may lead him to use unwar- 
rantable freedom with the veins; but if it 
ever arises from such, where lies the cen- 
sure? 

But notwithstanding the excellence 
of this remedy when successfully ap- 
plied, Dr. Craigve thinks ‘‘ it must be sub- 
jected to important modifications and pre- 
cautions which experience alone can point 
out. The saline injections into the veins 
were never set off as a specific in the treat 
ment ofcholera, but only as an indispensable 
auxiliary in bringing about reaction in the 
stage of collapse. In that disease some 
subtle agent seems to be in operation, the 
effects of which often cannot be counter- 
acted by all the powers of the best-directed 


aside, and the plan I originally introduced 
re-adopted ; nor is it possible that such 
should be subjected to much modification, 
since according to analysis it is the remedy 
which nature herself points out. The blood 
| has lost a quantity of its natural salts and 
water, and her operations are in conse- 
quence impeded, and is it natural to ex- 
pect that her healthy action will be re- 
stored if that deficiency be supplied by any- 
thing different from whuts he has lost? And 
as for the method of applying it, that must 
be either through the absorbents or directly 
by the veins. In very mild cases the im- 
portant discovery of Dr. Craigie may be 
very useful, for,if the power of absorption 
is not entirely gone, copious draughts of 
saline solution, and large enemata of the 
same, may by absorption prevent farther 
mischief till choleric influence has subsided. 
In extreme cases, however, when, in conse- 
quence of the peculiarities of the disease, 
intestinal absorption is arrested, and must 
in a great measure continue so long as 
the vena porta continues gorged with stag- 
nant viscid bloud,—so long as the return of 
venous blood from the intestines is pre- 
vented, not only must absorption be nearly 
ata stand, but every addition of water to 
the blood must be speedily thrown off by 
the bowels. In such cases I have found 
the saline solution administered by the in- 
testines injurious. Thus if a substitute for 
the lost seram in the blood is absolutely 
necessary, how are we to accomplish this in 
severe cases, but by venous injection? Such 
I have practised with safety and advantage, 
and would recommend it to every brother 
who knows his profession, feeling confident 
that in its use he will not be disappointed. 
Another newspaper scribbler contrives 
to get his paragraph inserted in the Scots- 
man of Wednesday the 2ist inst., @nd 
quoting from a medical journul the senti- 
ments of an Edinburgh physician, who has 
witnessed little of the practice, says— 
‘« The London practitioners are less san- 
guine and more alive to the possible dan- 
gers of the treatment. And why? Because 
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the said plrysician says, great care should 
be taken that it be not precipitately adopted, 
pa Ton it a Se ssumve om 
ger uces pneumonia, of w 
patients eer die, even if the remedy should 
enable them to struggle through the imme- 
diate effects of the disease.” ‘This is not 
true. In all the cases in which I have 
tried it, it has beeu after all the ordinary 
means bad failed, and I have had to blame 
myself for trusting too long to such in- 
efficient means, Every injected case has 
been a desperate one, and far advanced, 
and without the use of venous injection 
would have inevitably died, and so added 
to the fearful list of mortality ; but though 
they were eases of such a hopeless cast, 
et one-third of my hospital patients have 
en restored to the world. Notwithstand- 
ing the anonymous writer in the Scotsman 
says the average mortality of cholera will 
be but little affected by it, he seems ver- 
Sant in every circumstance connected with 
our hospital practice, but like the rest of | 
his tribe, notices only those which are cal- 
culated to throw discredit on venous injec- 
tion, and he delivers his sentiments in such 
a form as does not tend to show forth the 
truth, but only to gratify his own male- 
volence. ‘‘ In the Leith Hospital,” says 
he, *‘ it has been tried in 22 cases, and 
only four survive. Of these, one is dis- 
charged well, oneis in a erous state 
of dropsy, and the other two are progress- 
ing slowly to amendmeat. In my obser- 
vations on such a piece of malice, | will 
only notice that in which I am personally 
interested,—my own portion of these pa- 
tients. Nine of these were treated by my- 
self; and be it remembered | had no prece- 
dent for my guide, and every case was an 
extreme one. Most of them were exten- 
sively diseased, and in some the pulse was 
gone, even in the axilla. Two of these were 
actually moribund, yet, notwithstanding, 
three have recovered, three that would 
have been in their graves long ago, if 
trusted to the effects of ordinary practice. 
Of these, one recovered in four days, and 
had no consecutive fever; the other two 
went through such fever, but it was com- 
paratively slight, and they were dismissed 
Fa a considerable time ago. Ye our 
informant says, ‘* they are progressin 
slowly to ~ = laa 2 Reoset Seal 
Iago: By the way, in his hurry to depre- 
ciate the practice, he seems to have given 
the number of fatal cases, so as to include 
ougs under treatment by Dr. Lewins which 
has unfortunately recovered, and that too 
without consecutive fever. Now, Sir, say 
if by such practice the average mortality 
of cholera will be but little affected. That it 
will most certainly be decidedly lessened, 
is sufficiently evident if we contrast with 





LETTER ON THE USE OF 


it the ordinary tice of the day. In our 
hospital, including cases of cholers of 
description, some having only the premoni- 
tory symptoms, only one-third have sur- 
vived. Scarcely one has recovered from a 
pulseless state. Of the 2@ injected cases 
noticed in the Scotsman, very nearly the 
whole were subjected to ordinary treat- 
ment, and were injected not till the latest 
particle of life's sand was about to drop, 
and yet these are set down as failures of 
tbe remedy! 

I have seen cases injected with admirable 
effect, and yet have been lost from want of the 
vigorous reapplication of the remedy, while 
some have fuiled from the fluid having been 
too sparingly applied. I am, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

Tuomas Larra, M.D. 

Leith, June 27, 1832, 





SECOND LETTER ON 


M. HEURTELOUP’S PERCUSSION 
INSTRUMBNT, 


ADDRESSED BY MR. COSTELLO 
To the Paestpent of the Acavemy of 
Sciences of Panis, 





Srn,—I see in a journal (the Temps), 
which gives an account of the sitting of the 
Academy of the 4th inst., that | am ae- 
cused of having given an unfaithful relation 
of an operation of lithotrity performed by 
M. Heurteloup, by means of an instrument 
of which he styles himself the inventor, 
and which he designates by the name of 
the curved percuteur and hammer. 

This accusation is sustained by a certifi- 
cate from Messrs. Hume and Brodie. This 
I consider to be a serious charge, for no 
person can entertain a greater respect than 
myself for anything that emanates from 
those justly respected and eminent indi- 
viduals, ‘This certificate states, that in the 
case of Colonel Rankin, ** there was by 
no means a question of extracting from the 
bladder of this patient a broken instrument ; 
that merely the branches of the percussion in- 
strument had been separated to the extent of 
about three lines, and could not be closed.” 1 
confess, Sir, I cannot comprehend why the 
reproach for infidelity in my account of the 
operation should be addressed te me, for I 
distinctly stated the account was not mine, 
and I did not make mention of a broken 
instrument. Now it is obvious, that to 
merit such an accusation, a contradiction 
must exist between the certificate of these 
gentlemen und my relation. Sueb a con- 
tradiction will be sought for in vain in 
my letter to the Academy!!! 1 have 
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pornens to, M.Heurteloup on this occasion. 


@ certi I did not state that 
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cutler of , made instrument in 


sand isely what Messrs, Brodie and {since come to my knowledge. Weiss, a 


the instrument been broken in the 
bladder, but that it had been bent to such a 
degree that it could not be withdrawn 
without ing ap incision in perineum. 
It is of little consequence that the derange- 
ment was but to the extent of three lines 
only. It will be recollected that this in- 
strument is of such a size as to fill up the 
urethra completely, and consequently that 
the necessity of withdrawing it by an in- 
cision in the perineum, was as great for a 
deviation of three lines, as if it had bent to 
the extent of an inch. 

Se much for the principal fact of the cer- 
tificate. Now, allow me to add, that I 
cannot divine the object for which it has 
beea invoked. Assuredly M. Heurteloup 
cannot have any wish to conceal from the 
Academy, notwithstanding his candidate- 
ship for a prize, that which every one 
knows here. In the account which I bad 
the honour to tramsmit to you, I con- 
fined myself strictly to what had been told 
me by a highly scientific and honourable 
man. If 1 bad allowed myself to be led 
away by mere rumour or hearsay accounts, 
{ should also have spoken of instruments 
broken in the bladder, But I did not do 
so. I did pot attribute the death of the 
patient to the instrumentation to which he 
was subjected in the hands of M. Heurte- 
loup. I merely stated the facts, without 
interpreting them. All 1 said was, that 
the loss of blood was very great, that the 
patient had been a long time on the table, 
and that he subsequently died, and all this 


1824, for breaking up calculi in the bladder, 
for Mr. Fletcher of Glamorganshire. He 
| has shown me the instrument which he then 
made, and the only difference which exists 
between the two instruments is, that Weiss's 
acts by means of a screw, which advances 
the anterior branch gradually on the foreign 
body, this movement being effected by turn- 
ing the manual portion of the instrument on 
its axis, while that of M. Heurteloup acts 
by a process more violent and less safe,— 
that of percussion. In the former, namely, 
goverwe gradually exerted, if the calculus 

oes not yield, the operator may, without 
having incurred any risk, release it from 
his grasp and withdraw the instrument, the 
circumstances, as far as che patient is con- 
cerned, being the same as before, In the 
latter, namely, percussion, the operator has 
no choice ; something must yield, either 
the stone or the instrument. ‘he result no 
longer depends on bis will, for while he 
fancies the stove is yielding, it may be, 
that the branch of the instrument is merely 
bending. The case of Colonel Rankin is a 
proof of this. 

Which of the two would a pradent man 
prefer,—tbat which in the case of non- 
success would not render the circumstances 
of the case worse, or that which would risk 
all for all, while he could avail himself of 
an alternative, the safety and efficacy of 
which were confirmed by oft and oft re- 
peated experience ? 

The curved instrument of the Danish 
surgeon Jacobson, composed of two branches, 





is true. I repeat and confirm it on the 
authority of the celebrated surgeon who | 
had been called in consultation on this case, | 
a man whose name is European, and whose | 
talents as a surgeon and physiologist are uni- | 
versally recognised. I did not criticise the | 
conduct of, nor impute anything in blame 


merely spoke of an instrument which he 
considers a good one. I expressed a con- 
trary opinion, and I gave my reasons for 
that opinion. I carefully drew a distiue- 
tion between the individual and the thing, 
and of the former I spoke with respect. 
Of what use then was the certificate? The 
fact subsists, and as | stated it. Ifany one 
had a right to complain, it was [, since my 
confrére assured you, that he had operated 
with success with the percussion insiru- 
ment on two patients on whom I had made 
fruitless attempts, a statement which was 
incorrect, as I have proved it to be. 

In my former letter, I asserted that this 
instrument was not new, and I quoted in 
support of my assertion, the name of Dr. 
Fisher. Another proof that this instrument 
was not invented by M, Heurteloup, has 





which acts by pressure, is in my opinion 
preferable to the percussion instrument, 
and yet this instrument is scarcely applica- 
ble, but to small and friable stones. 

The manufacturer Weiss has assured me, 
that M, Heurteloup had copied his instru- 
ment, and that he acknowledged to him that 
he had done so. Has M. Heurteloup been 
equally candid with the Academy ? 

If M. Heurteloup can lay claim to any 
merit in this matter, it can be only that of 
having proposed percussion with a hammer, 
instead of pressure with a screw. Ifit be 
a merit (and that is the entire question), [ 
shall grant it to him willingly. What mat- 
ters itto me, whether it be M. Heurteloup 
or M. Civiale, or any other person who is 
the author of an operative process, which 
really possesses advantages over that which 
bas already been so usefully and so exten- 
sively employed? I can use it surely as 
well as they. Alll desire is, that these ad- 
vantages shall be real and well-established, 
no: chimerical and full of risk, and that at 
each announcement of a new instrument, or 
a new process, we niay not have to — 
some new experimental mishap produced 
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by this mania of innovation. Lithotrity 
encountefs sufficient resistance, not to aug- 
ment the force of it by misfortunes, and it 
is only because | feela proper anxiety to 
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branch against which the maximum of the 
force is directed is liable to be broken or 
bent by the shocks of the hammer, the oc- 
currence which took place in the case of 


protect it against such occurrences, that I | Colonel Rankin; 4th, the stone or its frag- 


take pa 


rt in this discussion. I entertain no | ments are made, by the shocks of the ham- 


feeling of hostility towards M. Heurteloup | mer, to fly from the branches of the instru- 


personally. If M. Civiale had pro 

this process, I should have made the same 
objections to it; nay, more, if my own 
brother had been the author of it, 1 should 
have acted in the same manner, for it is 
the duty of every conscientious surgeon to 
oppose the personal interests, even of his 
dearest friends, whenever he believes them 
to be contrary to the interests of humanity 
and science. Knowledge produces good 
actions, and I respect it as earnestly as | 
abhor empty disputes. 


M. Heurteloup perbaps imagines that we 
are not on an equal footing. He calls him- 
self the inventor of many things, while he 
is pleased to qualify me merely as a surgeon 
who undertakes this branch of surgery. Does 
he not know, or does he wish not to know, 
that during the last six years | have made 
in the lithotritic apparatus useful modifica- 
tions, some of which will remain in the 
science when others more vaunted will have 
been forgotten? If I have said little on the 
subject of these modifications, it is because 
first of all, I desired to be myself convinced 
of their importance, and that too by expe- 
rience, before I made any effort for the 
sake of mere empty fame, to impose that 
belief on others whuse conviction could be 
obtained by words. 


Being myself animated with the desire 
of doing good, I also followed with in- 
terest the labours of others, even of per- 
sons not connected with our profession, 
consequently I could not overlook those of 
M. Heurteloup. 1 do not wish to say any- 
thing disobliging to him, but I am com- 
pelled to remark, despite of all the fine pro- 
mises of improvements in the apparatus, or 
ameliorations in the work of lithotrity, that 
it is still in the same position in which M, 
Civiale has placed it. It is an error on his 
part to suppose that he is the only person 
who has aimed at improving. I belong also 
to the party of the movement, and as soon as 
any amelioration shall really be established, 
I shall applaud it as readily coming from 
him as from any one else. 


I persist in my objections against this in- 


strument. They are, 1st, the difficulty of 

roperly seizing and fixing the stone ; 2nd, 
if the stone be placed obliquely with re- 
spect to the branches, the anterior moveable 
branch is liable to become deviated ; 3rd, 
even supposing the stone to be properly 
placed between the branches, the anterior 





ment with a degree of violence which may 
often dangerously contuse or wound the 
bladder. 

My letter was already too long, perhaps, 
when it occurred to me, that as a certificate 
had been forwarded to the Academy for M. 
Heurteloup, your learned assembly might 
now require some further attestation than 
my own words in support of what I have 
stated. In consequence, [ waited this 
morning (13th inst.) on Sir Charles Bell, 
the surgeon, to whom allusion is made in 
the beginning of this letter. I read to him 
my first letter to the Academy. I lied 
the conversation which I had with him con- 
cerning this patient. After which he ob- 
served, ** Your account is a correct one ; 
what I said on this subject, was uttered in 
conversation with yourself, and not in op- 
position to Mr. Brodie. This,” said Sir 
Charles, ‘‘ should be stated to the Aca- 
demy.” He then added, ‘‘ Let me recapi- 
tulate the circumstances. It was presumed 
that something had gone wrong when it 
was found that the instrument could not be 
withdrawn. It was, however, drawn into 
the prostate ; but it was impossible to carry 
it through the bulb of the urethra. In that 
situation M. Heurteloup cut down on the 
instrument. The artery of the bulb was 
divided, and bled profuseiy ; the branches 
of the instrument were made to project 
through the wound ; they were then pressed 
together by a strong forceps and withdrawn 
through the urethra; after which Mr. Bro- 
die proceeded to perform the lateral opera- 
tion, and extracted the stone. The loss of 
blood and the shock of two operations were 
more than the patient could’ bear. The 
uetene which preceded his death, were 
those of extreme debility. In a word, he 
died in the same way as we see persons who 
have lost a great quantity of blood. His 
death took place, as well as I am able to 
recollect, about the fourth week after the 
operation.”’ This is the statement which 
Sir Charles Bell made to me this morning. 
I have endeavoured to give it as nearly as I 
could in the very terms he employed. He 
has given me full permission to support the 
stutement | made to the Academy, with all 
the authority of his name; and I do it with 
the greatest satisfaction on this account, 
that his honourable character and brilliant 
reputation are kaown to you, and that what 
he states does not clash with the certificate 
of those honourable men which M. Heurte- 
loup has caused to be presented to you. 
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I em not now in the habit of writing 
French ; this, I hope, will be an excuse 
Remy een Wages. 


the honour to be, 


Wirttiam B. Cosretto. 


Westminster, No.7, Parliament-street. 
June 15, 1832, 





THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, July 7th, 1832. 
—— 

Our contemporaries of the morning and 
evening press have, by their injudicious no- 
tices, swelled the late trials in the Common 
Pleas into affairs of prodigious importance. 
Calculating upon correct data, their con- 
clusions are not likely to prove of utility 
to the public. When it is considered that 
opinions given by the press are expected 
to be cautiously weighed, it is to be re- 
gretted that fallacious grounds are seized 
hold of in order to found upon them doc- 
trines which bear a general reference to 
proceedings in our courts of judicature. 
** Actions,” say some of our contemporaries 
—“ having been brought against Tue 
Lancer, and also against Ryan, Rensuaw, 
aud Rusu, for the publication of the same 
libel, We have an exemplification of the ex- 
cellence and consistence of the Trial by Jury 
in the award of one farthing damages in the 
one case, and four hundred pounds in the 
other, the smallest coin in the realm being 
the estimate of the amount of injury in one 
instance, whilst a little fortune is required 
to compensate for the amount of damage 
inflicted for the secondary publication of 
the same libel.”” Such is the specious trash 
with which public writers attempt to 
poison the public ear, in directing their 
covertly-maligoant attecks against the 
noblest, the purest institution of the coun- 
try. It would be beneath their dignity, 
and far beside the usual course of their du- 
ties, to stop to inquire whether there are not 
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differences in the facts of the two cases to 
justify the, at first sight, apparent dif- 
ferences in the verdicts. Oh, no! a first 
glance is quite sufficient, if it present any 
unfavourable hue to urge on a certain class 
of critics in making their thrusts against 
Trial by Jury. Affecting to admire the 
press—affecting to regard the press as the 
greatest bulwark of the liberty of the sub- 
ject,—avowedly looking upon the press as 
the grand shield of public morals, these 
short-sighted, perverse-thinking, or cor- 
rupt-hearted commentators, strike at the 
very existence of an independent press, when 
they throw out an insinuation only against 
the capability, the integrity, the purity, of 
Trial by Jury. 

Proceed we, then, to ascertain whether 
the jury which awarded a farthing dam- 
age in the action brought against Tue 
Lancsr by Francis Ramapos, estimated 
the injury at too low a rate; and whether 
the jury which estimated the damages in- 
curred by him at four hundred pounds, 
made their assessment at too high a rate. 
At least, let us inquire whether there were 
not circumstances which justified the two 
juries in deciding upon two very opposite 
awards, First, however, let us premise, 
that we resume the subject on this ion, 
in consequence of numerous inquiries from 
many table correspondents, and that 
the character of the observations elicited by 
the trials may be comprehended by our 
more distant readers, we select the fol- 
lowing from a large number of communi- 
cations on the same subject from corre- 
spondents in or near London. 


«« To the Editor of Tuz Lancer. 

*« Sin,—In your Lancer, published this 
week, I expected to have fourd a more full 
account of the trial that took place in the 
Court of Common Pleas on Monday last, 
and I do hope that you will publish as full 
an account as from the circumstances you 
are able. The arguments were not very 
long, nor was the evidence ; and I am sure 
your defence, for its ability end manliness 
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Would be accéptable to every reader of your | opinion 


talhablé Joarnal. Your arguments on ob- 
jections taken to. your cross-examination 
relative to the character of the plaintiff, 
and your defence as bearing upon that cha- 
racter, ought not to be lost sight of. I 
have no doubt how it was that you had & 
verdict against you for @ farthing, and the 
defendant in the second action one for 
4001. * * * If no perfeet report of 
your speech be printed, nobody will or can 
understand the verdict in your case, and 
many muy think the latter verdict to be 
correct and just. 
' “Aw Eve-wirwtss.” 
As to publishing a report of the trial, 
that is absolutely impossible, for we did 
not consider the cause of sufficient import- 
ance to require the attendance of a short- 
hand writer ; besides, we are not disposed, in 
the present state of the law of libel, to be- 
stow upon Ramapce and Joun Lone those 
epithets and terms of reproach which we 
thought it our duty to apply to them in a 
court of justice. However, we will now 
touch upon two of the most important 
of the points of law which were raised 
during the argumént, and then proceed, as 
briefly as possible, to explain still more 
distinetly than in our last Number, the 
cause of the difference in the two verdicts. 
Hence, then, it becomes necessary to copy 
the first two paragraphs of the plaintiff's 
«« declaration,” a portion of the third, and 
the whole of the paragraph with which the 


document is made to conclude. We find, 


then— 
__ ** That plaintiff, long before and at the 


times of the committing of the grievances || 


by said defendant, hereinafter mentioned, 
was, and from thence hitherto hath been, 
and still is, a physieian ; and daring al! that 
time the plaintiff exercised and carried on, 
pnd still doth exercise and carry on, the 
srofession of a physician, with skill, care, 
aid integrity ; and the plaintiff hath always 
condueted himself in his said profession, and 
otherwise, in an upright, honourable, and 
proper manner, to wit in the county afure- 
said, by means of which premises the 
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and esteem of the public, aid en- 
joyed great credit and tation in. his 
profession, and was consulted and em- 
ployed therein, and by, means thereof had 
acquired, and was then daily obtaining, great 
gains, profit, and advantages, in his said 
a to the comfortable support of 

imself and his family, to wit in the county 
aforesaid. 

“That before the committing of the 
grievances by the said defendant hereinafter 
mentioned, to wit on the 17th of July in 
the year 1851, and on divers days then 
following in the county aforesaid, said 
plaintiff in the way of his said profession 
had been required to attend, and had at- 
tended, one Emma Bullock, who was then 
and there afflicted with a certain malady and 
illness, for the purpose, and in order, that 
the said plaintiff might give his advice in 
that behalf, and might endeavour to he: 
and cure the said Emma Bullock in regard 
to such malady and illness, and upon that 
occasion said plaintiff as such physician 
gave certain proper advice and directions with 
respect to such malady and illness, and the 
treatment thereof, and behaved and coa- 
ducted himself in that behalf, and in his 
treatment of such malady and illness of said 
Emma Bullock, in a skilful, careful, proper, 
and attentive manner, to wit in the county 
aforesaid. 

‘* That the treatment and conduct falsély 
alleged and pretended, in the libel in this 
court after mentioned, to have been pursued 
and observed by or under the advice and 
directions of the said plaintiff, in his said 
profession, towards the said Emma Bullock, 
in regard to the malady ond illness with 
which it is in such libel alleged that said 
Emma Bullock was afflicted when attended 
by plaintiff as aforesaid, would, if adopted, 
have been grossly injudicious, unskilful, and 
culpable, and manifestly improper in that be- 


half, &c. Ke. 
- 


*« By means of the committing of which 
several grievances by the defendant us 
aforesaid, the plaintiff hath been and is 
greatly injured in his said good name, 
fame, reputation, and credit, and brought 
into public scandal, infamy, and disgrace, 
insomuch that divers persons, neighbours, 
and subjects, have, on account of the com- 
mitting of said grievances by defendant -as 
aforesuid, from thence hitherto suspected 
and believed, and still do suspect and Be- 
lieve, plaintff to have been and to bo, a 
person guilty of the offences and miscon- 
duct so as aforesaid charged upon and im- 
pated to him by defendant, and to have 





| 


acted in a dishonourable and improper 


plaintiff, before, and until the times of the} manner, and to have been, and to be, unfit, 
committing of the grievances hereinafter] and anworthy to be consulted and employed 
thentioned, had deserved!y obtained the good | in his said profession, and have, by reason 
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of the committing of the said grievances by 
the defendant as eforesaid, from thence 
hitherto wholly refused and still do refuse 
to consult or , or have any trans- 
action or discourse , the plaintiff in his 
aforesaid profession, or otherwise as the 

otherwise would have had, and the plaintiff 
is, by means of the premises, damnified, to 
wit, &c. Breach to plaints damage— 


Eight Hundred Pounds.” 


In consequence of these averments, which 
Mr. Waxtey contended were not technical 
but ought wholly to be proved, he ques- 
tioned the witness, in cross-examination, 
respecting the professional character of the 
plaintiff, as founded upon his supposed con- 





nexion with Joun Lonc. He inquired of 
the witness what he himself had at various | 
times said of the conduct of the plaintiff in 
that behalf, to which questions the plain- | 
tiff's counsel offered the most decided ob- 
jections, which were allowed by the judge— 
the Court deciding that the character of the 
plaintiff was not the question at issue, that 
his “ skill, care, integrity, upright, honour- 
able, and proper manner and attention,” 
Were not averments requiring proof unless 
a plea of justification had been put upon 
the record by the defendant! Mr. Waxtey, 
on the other hand, contended, that if it 
Were not necessary to prove these aver- 
ments, it was not necessary to prove any of 
them, and that, in a word, the cause might 
be tried without any witness whatever; 
that if it were necessary to prove to the 
jury that the plaintiff had “attended” 
Miss Emma Buttock, so was it required of 
him to prove that be had given her “ pro- 
per advice and directions,” and that if it 
Were essential for him to call a former re- 
gistrar of the College of Physicians to 
prove that he obtained his diploma and 
“still is a physician,” so was it required of 
him by his pleas to satisfy the jury that he 
* had always condacted himself in his pro- 
fession in an upright, honourable, and pro- 
per manner, and had deservedly obtained 
the good opinion dnd esteem of the public, 
and enjoyed great credit and reputation in 





his said profession,”—the very words of 
bis averments in the declaration. The de- 
fendant cited cases bearing upon these 
points, and instanced a point analogous to 


Y | this :—That supposing a horse to have been 


introduced in place of the word “‘reputa- 
tion,” and, according to the doctrine of the 
Court, it had been pleaded by the plaintiff 
that he possessed a useful animal of that 
species, value sixty pounds, and that the 
defendant bed wilfully and maliciously on a 
certain day broken the ereature’s leg, it 
would not be pecessary—if he understood 
the opinion of the Court—for the plaiutiff 
to prove the possession of the horse, the 
value of the animal, or the damage done to 
it by the alleged accident ; but that the jury 
might be called upon to award damages 


|when no ipjury bad been inflicted, and to 


give compensation for the fractured leg of 
an enimal which might have owed its ex- 
istence to the fancy of the plaintiff or the 
ingenuity of bis attorney. Because, if it 
were not necessary for the plaintiff to prove 
that he possessed a reputation when he 
sought for damages for its alleged injury, it 
could not be necessary, on the other hand, 
that he should prove that be possessed a 
horse in order to derive compensation for 
his broken leg. However, having pushed 
the cross-examination to the witness’s owa 
conversations with Dr. Ramapos, in rela- 
tion to the publishing of the letter in favour 
of Lone, Mr. Braprorp stated, without 
hesitation, that he had told Dr. Ramapcg 
that he had disgraced himself, and that be 
despised his conduct as much as any one; 
and here, of course, the defendant’s in- 
quiries terminated, 

The remaining important point bearing 
upon the question of evidence, arose from 
the circumstance of Mrs. Reyxovns, the 
sister of the deceased having been ex- 
amined under a new act of parliament before 
the prothonotary. The statute is entitled 
« An Act to enable courts of law to order 
the examjnation of witnesses upon interro- 
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getories and otherwise.” It was framed by 
Lord Tenrerpven, and passed the legisla- 
ture under the auspices of that profound 
and upright judge. The act is simple in its 
construction, clear in its provisions, and 
bears the strongest signs of the just inten- 
tions of an experienced judge. The de- 
bated point was this. The witness having 
been examined by the plaintiff before the 
prothonotary, the defendant contended, that 
he had aright to make use of the evidence 
which on that occasion he had elicited in 
The d d was not 
allowed by the Judge, and Mr. Serjeant 
Wipe remarked—on Mr. Waxtey’s hav- 
ing alleged that it opened a wide door to 
abuse ,—that defendant could himself, if he 
pleased, put in the cross-examination as his 
own evidence, This, however, did not 


ro 





suit the object of the defendant, who still 
insisted upon his right to read the cross« 
examination to the jury, and observed that 
his capability to put in the evidence was no 
answer to the obvious meaning of the Act 


of Parliament, wherein was not to be found 
a single word which required the plaintiff 
or defendant to give notice to the opposite 
party, in the event of examining a witness 
before the prothonotary. Both these points 
having been urged with some warmth of 
feeling, if not with force of argument, must 
have had some weight with the sound un- 
derstandings of the Jury, although they 
appeared to be wholly lost when directed 
against the fortification of technicalities 
which seemed to render the court wholly 
impregnable to the batteries of common 
sense. 

Having weighed all these circumstances, 
—having observed with what scrupulous 
care the learned counsel, employed for the 
plaintiff, endeavoured to screen the “ re- 
putation” of their client from all analytical 
or catechetical inquiry, the Jury were 
compelled, if they gave any damages at all, 
to award one farthing. The propriety of 
that verdict we will not here dispute; the 
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professional ‘‘ fracas”’ occurred in a private 
room, and twelve English gentlemen may 
have questioned—and wisely questioned— 
the propriety of rendering it an affair of 
public notoriety. Certainly the alleged 
libel itself, treating as it did of an occur- 
rence which took place in a private dwelling, 
never would have found a place in the 
pages of Tus Lancer had it not appeared 
to us, that Dr. Tweepie’s refusal to meet 
Dr. Ramapoe in consultation, furnished a 
practical public commentary on the profes- 
sional conduct of the latter in relation to 
the slaughterer, John Long. If the gentle- 
men of the jury thought that the letter 
itself ought not to have been published— 
that it was in itself essentially libellous, 
inasmuch as it was calculated to spread 
more widely those angry feelings which had 
been displayed in a private apartment, we 
will not now dispute with them the pro- 
priety of their decision, fully believing, as 
we do, that amore prudent, amore sacredly 
just verdict, was never delivered in a court 
of justice. ‘‘ But,” it will be asked, ‘if 
the award of one farthing be just, as against 
Tue Lancer, what do you say of the four 
hundred pounds given against Messrs. 
Ryan, Rensuaw, and Rusu, for the pub- 
lication of the same libel?” We have 
already stated our conviction, that the da- 
mages were excessive ; still, many of the 
circumstances were presented to the two 
juries in such really opposite colours, that a 
similarity of decision in the two cases could 
not have been expected. The most striking 
discrepancies were but two or three in 
number, they are too long to be explained 
in this article ; we, therefore, shall resume 
the subject next week, and explain one cause 
of misfortune to Dr. Ryan which has not 
yet been noticed. Of that misfortune, how- 
ever, it will be seen that Dr. Ryan stands 
the undisputed author. 





‘NEW MEDICAL SOCIETY.—DR. STEVENS. 


Ir will be seen, from an advertisement 
on the cover of this week’s Lancer, that a 
public meeting is about to be held at 
Worcester, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the establishment of a pro- 
jected medical association in that city. 
The objects in view are, we understand— 

ist. The collection of useful information, 
whether speculative or practical, through 
original essays or reports of provincial 
hospitals, infirmaries, or dispensaries, or of 
private practice. 

2nd. Increase of knowledge of the medi- 
cal topography of England, through sta- 
tistical, meteorological, geological, and bo- 
tanical inquiries. 

3rd. Investigation of the modifications of 
endemic and epidemic diseases, in different 
situations and at various periods, thus to 
trace, so far as the present imperfect state 
of the art will permit, their connexions 
with peculiarities of soil or climate, or 
with the localities, habits, or occupations 
of the people. 

4th, Advancement of medico-legal sci- 
ence, through succinct reports of whatever 
cases may occur in the provincial courts of 


judicature. 
5th. Maintenance of the honour and re- 
spectability of the profession, generally, in 
the provinces, by promoting the friendly 
intercourse and free communication of its 
members. 
The scheme is masculine and 


com- 
It lays a foundation for the 
congenial union of scientific research and 
professional honour, and addressed as it is 
to provincial practitioners—not by any 
means the least independent or least skil- 
ful members of the profession, who can 
doubt of its success, or, observing it, can 
fail to desire that its benevolent and intel- 
lectual promoters may live to witness this 
excellent example taken up and followed 
throughout the whole of the Britizh do. 
minions ? 


prehensive. 





We concluded our recent observations 
on the saline treatment of cholera with 
the firm and decided conviction, that the 
friendly and reasonable advice offered by us 
to the gentlemen engaged in this prac- 
tice, would forthwith produce the effect 
which we described as so desirable to the 
public, and so essential to the reputation of 
the parties by whom it is recommended. 
We scarcely believed that a day would be 
suffered to pass, ere the application for a 
commission to scrutinize into, and report on, 
the alleged merits of Dr. Stevens’ practice, 
was made to the proper authorities. But 
we have been deceived in this expectation. 
No application has been made, and we have 
reason to believe that no application will be 
made, on the subject. 

Meanwhile, as we predicted, professional 
scepticism and displeasure, or, in the lan- 
guage of Dr. Srevens’ friends, slander, 
envy, and detraction, are busily concerned 
in the discussion of the character of his 
statements. It is openly stated, that no 
serious cases of cholera have ever been suc- 
cessfully treated by this method. It is fur- 
ther maintained, that many cases have been 
reported as cholera by Dr. Stevens and his 
assistants, although the patients did not 
present a single symptom of that disease. 
The subjoined correspondence, extracted 
from the public journals, relative to an 
alleged irruption of the epidemic in the 
Coldbath-Fields prison, may serve to illus- 
trate the nature of these various reports 
and insinuations :— 

“Cuotera Moravus tx tHe Hovst OF 
Correction, CotpsatH-Frieips.—The cir- 
cular, of which the following is a copy, was 
on Thursday sent to the several police- 
offices in the metropolis :— seal 

*«* Gentlemen, — The visiting justices 
assembled this day at the House of Cor- 
rection, consider it to be their duty to in- 
form you, that the cholera mocbus prevails 
at this time to a very great extent in this 
prison.—I am, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient servant, 

«* Tuos. Stirtine, 
««« Clerk to the visiting magistrates. 
«* « House of Correction, Coldbath-fields, 
June 28,’” 
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** Seventeen prisoners, it is said, died in 
the course of Thursday, in the prison.”— 
Morning Paper. 

Our readers will be a little perplexed to 
reconcile this terrible manifesto, with the 
annexed official commentary which it forth- 
with elicited from the Central Board of 
Health. 


«« A letter having appeared in this paper 
on the 30th ult., signed ‘‘ Thomas Stirling,” 
addressed to the magistrates, police-office, 
Worship-street, notifying cholera to great 
extent in Coldbath-fields prison, we have 
authority from the Central Board of Health 
to state, that there wére not more than three 
eases of decided cholera in that establish- 
ment on Friday last, and that from the 
official reports received at the Council- 
office, they trust there is no serious ground 
for alarm as to the supposed increase of the 
disease in London to any material extent. 
—July 1."—Morning Paper. 

Such a strange and extraordinary dis- 
crepancy on a subject of such vital impor- 
tance, imposed on us the duty of making as 
minute inquiries into the actual facts as our 
opportunities afforded us, and we have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining from a gentleman who 


visited the prison at the time alluded to, 
the annexed statement, on the truth of which 
our readers may implicitly rely. 


Our informant, who has, we believe, 
always entertained a high opinion of Dr. 
Srevens’ integrity and professional skill, 
States, that on his visit to the prison there 
were upwards of fifty patients who were 
reported a8 labouring under cholera, and 
who were confined to their beds ;—that of 
all these patients not one was pulseless or 
livid ;—that during his visit there was no 
vomiting or parging in the wards ;—that no 
‘patient was cramped, or had the choleric 
-voice, or made the usual distressing eom- 
plaints which are peculiar to this awful 
malady. He adds, that be did notice two 
*patievts who had chilly, but’ not cold, 
tongues ;—that one of these suffered con- 
siderably from jactitation ;—that both were 
externally cool and moist ;—that the fea- 
tures of each of the two were decidedly 
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choleri¢, but that the pulse was perfenly 
distinct, 

Such was the clinical state ofthe imfirmary 
as regards the genuine or primary period 
of the cholera at two p. m., on the day pre, 
ceding the date of Mr. T. Srimuimo’s 
letter. Our informant further affirms, that 
he saw no case which he could recognise 
as one of decided seeondary fever. 

The summary of our information, thete- 
fore; amounts to this, that et the pe: 
riod of the visit there were but two, or 
at most three, récognisable eases of cho- 
lera in the prison, and that even these 
were not of a malignant description. The 
visit too was made on a day in which many 
** new cases” had been reported. Con- 
valescence could therefore be scarcely as- 
signed as the cause of the trivial character 
of the symptoms then observed. It is, con- 
sequently, evident, that, even according to 
the assumption most favourable to Dr. 
Stevens, the great majority of the crowd 
of patients reported in the prison books to 
be affected with cholera were, at most, 
labouring only under slight and dubious 
premonitory symptoms of that disesse— 
symptoms certainly insufficient to warrant 
the magistrates to terrify the public, and 
endanger commercial interests, by such a 
proclamation—and symptoms equally in- 
sufficient to entitle the medical attendants 
to claim the least degree of credit for their 
alleviation or cure. How indeed, we may 
ask, ean the cure of premenitory symptoms 
in any disease be relied upon as the effect 
of the remedy employed, when it is utterly 
impossible te say that these symptoms 
would ever have arrived at a serious pitch 
of intensity ? 

We do not wish to be considered, by the 
preceding observations, as having entered 
apon the discussion of Dr. Stevens’ theo- 
ries, or on the nature of the facts on which 
he founds them. Neither do we wish, in 
the most minute degree, to question his 
ability, his sincerity, or his wish, to do 





good to his suffering fellow men. We speak 
but of the facts involved in the sanitary 
condition of the Cold-Bath-Fields Prison, 
and it would be equally irrational and unfair 
to presume that Dr. Srevens’ cholera pa- 
tients elsewhere, were only affected with an 
equally tractable degree of indisposition. 
The facts do not entitle us to draw such an 
inference. The question therefore still re- 
mains open for discussion—Can Dr. Sre- 
yens, as he affirms, successfully treat the 
malignant cholera in its various stages in 
every case not advanced beyond the possi- 
bility of rendering efficient medical assist- 





ance? The profession must remember that 


SINGULAR OCCURRENCE oF 
CHOLERA AMONG POULTRY 


AT CHOISI-LE-ROI. 


Tue following account of an irreption of 
well-marked cholera amongst the poultry 
at Choisi-le-Roi, is well deserving the at- 
tention of all observers of epidemic diseases, 
Our readers are, doubtless, aware, that 
vague and ebscure anecdotes of similar 
events have been frequently related during 
the progress of cholera, from Astrakhan to 
the British Islands. We have alluded to 
some alleged occurrences of this description 
in our article of the 19th November, 1831, a 
reference to which will sufficiently show the 


the assertion of the physician immediately great importance of such events in enabling 


interested in this question, is not that of |¥S to approach a rational decision on the 
an illiterate quack, or a scheming pre-| {éstions relative to the mode of propaga- 

tion of epidemics. It will also be seen on 
, ~ | consulting that number of Tue Lancer, that 
muny aequirements and good repute. His! op to Pu freed of its publication, no well- 
statements therefore imperatively demand | authenticated or conclusive record existed 
the rigid investigation which we have pre- | of the occurrence of cholera in the inferior 
scribed for them. If he possess so certain tribes of animals. It is true that enormous 


tender. It comes from a gentleman of 


a remedy, our fellow-countrymen must not, 
on the one hand, be permitted to perish | 


through a want of confidence in its pro-| 


pounder; and, on the other, if Dr. Sre- 
vens be deceiving himself, and leading} 
others also astray, it is time that something 
was done to check the delusion, and direct 
professional zeal towards the elucidation of 
some more promising mode of treatment. 
We do not hesitate, therefore, strongly to 
recommend, that a petition be forthwith 
presented from the medical profession to 
the Lords of the Privy Council, entreatiog 
them for the interests of humanity and sci- 
ence to appoint a medical commission to 
inquire minutely into the merits of Dr. 
be 


not adopted, we fear no future successes of 


Srevens’ practice. If this measure 
Dr. Stevens and his assistants will be suffi- 
cient to obviate the impression which the 
affair of the Cold-Bath-Fields Prison has, 
unfortunately, produced on the public mind. 


_—_ 





quantities of fish had suddenly perished in the 
ponds at Marienverder in Prussia, while 
cholera raged in that district; but the al- 
most insuperable difficulty of obtaining the 
evidence of symptoms, or pathology, in the 
diseases of fishes, was sufficient to prevent 
the deduction of any important inference 
from the occurrence. We have now, how- 
ever, before us, ample and well-authen- 
ticated details of a true cholera epizootic. 
The symptoms are as marked as in the hu- 
man subject; the pathology is as closely 
similar as the difference of physical con- 
figuration between man and the gallinacea 
permits. The event, we repeat, is deeply 
interesting, and it is fortunate that it has 
met with so well-qualified an historian as 

M, Carrere. 

On the Epizootic Disease at Choisi-le-Roi.# 
by M. Carnene, late Interne des Hopitaux. 
Daring the disastrous progress of cholera 

in Paris, the village of Choisi-le-Roi, while 

perfectly free from the epidemic, was the 
scene of an epizootic disease, of which 
domestic poultry were the only victims, 





* Choisi is situated about five miles from Paris 
on the banks of the Seine. Jt is ‘considered a re- 
markably healthy village. 





describe i 
observed | five hours, convulsions usually finished the 


pune. Here, a a Soap 
“ poisoning” was e; r- 
sons who were that the food ‘and 
drink of mankind were mixed with poison, 
found no difficulty in convincing them- 
selves that similar villany was practised in 
ped oe ge s. But the mortality soon 
8 a pitch, that this idea was 
abandoned, and then it was generally re- 
ported, that the cholera was the cause of 
the epizootic. 

Wishing to arrive at the source of these 
rumours, | learned, that siace the 3rd of 
April, a vast number of fowls had perished 
in several houses situated in different 


sufferings of the animal, and death was 
rapid in proportion to the quantit 
evacuations. In many cases a ne 
that the coldness of the sick birds was 
very remarkable, i 


epizootic. 
900 fowls died of the disease, or were killed 
in consequence of the development of its 


the same as in fowls strangled without 
being bled. The bodies were warm for at 
least three hours, and the cadaveric rigidity 
was very remarkable. 

I have taken much pains in seeking for 
any pathological alterations which might 
explain the cause of the disease, but my 
research was quite in vain. The brain was 
white, and free from congestion. The heart 





——— of the hamlet. During the first | was bloodless, and of its usual consistence. 


ays of the disease, the number of deaths | The aorta contained fluid blood. The lungs 
had been very considerable, after which | were rosy and crepitating. The mucous 
period the birds were killed by the owners|membrane of the «esophagus frequently 
on the occurrence of the first symptoms. In | showed little papilla, surmounted here and 
one fowl-yard, of eighty cases, one or two|there with a white point, like a minute 
alone recovered. Many remedies, amongst | grain of sand, adhering to the centre of the 
others bleeding under the wings, had been| papilla. The crop always contained food ; 
in vain resorted to. A considerable quantity|the gizzard was strongly contracted ; the 

the diseased fowl had been eaten by the in-|intestine presented occasional reddish 
abitants without any bad effect. | patches, especially in the situations where 

The causes of this malady appear to me | little parcels of worms were found. The 
altogether unknown, and 1 saw no reason |liver was gorged with black and tarry 
for supposing it to be contagious. Never-|blood; the gall-bladder distended with 
theless, when a single death occurred in a | thick green bile. 
fowl-yard, the mortality only ceased when; This epizootic is quite different from the 
it had no more victims to destroy. The | ‘‘ maladie charbonneuse”’ of Chabert, and 
most cleanly poultry feeders suffered as from that described by Boronio. Neither 
severely as the most filthy. The kind of, has it any analogy to the “ pip,” for the 
food had no influence on the disease,|tongue was always in a natural state.— 
The fowls at large in the streets of Choisi | Journal Hebdomadaire. 
were attacked with equal severity with 
those perpetually confined or occupied in | 
incubation. Rabbits, geese, and ducks, how-| 
ever, lived with impunity in the same yards 
where the hens were universally perishing, and 
three turkeys only were affected, 

The disease, generally speaking, com- 
menced in the morning. The hens were 
noticed to be dull and weak, their wings 





DISCOVERY OF 
AIR IN THE HEART 
AFTER VENOUS INJECTION. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sin,—The interest excited by the ex- 


drooping, and their crops disteuded with 
undigested fogd, In a few cases the dis- 





periments performed in London, of the in- 
troduction of saline substances in the fluid 





to a 
for the patient’s death, but I have been as- 
sured by Dr. Venables, (and I can place 
full reliance on his capacity for conducting 
the tion, and the veracity of his re- 
port,) that every care was taken to exclude 
the access of atmospberic air, not a particle 
of which was introduced in the course of 
the operation. That, however, air may be 
generated spontaneously in the heart, was 
proved to me yesterday while examining 
the body of a cholera patient. Mrs. R., 
the wife of a man in poor circumstances, 
died of this disease on Sunday last, July 
ist, after twelve hours illness. On the 
following Wednesday, at noon, I assisted 
my friend, Dr. Hingeston, of the South 
London Infirmary, in inspecting the body. 
The general anatomical appearances were 
those which I have invariably found, but 
the contents of the stomach and intestines 
were acid (the woman had been strongly 
purged). The heart was soft and distended, 
and when a puncture was made into it, a 
good deal of air escaped, followed by fluid 
blood mixed with bubbles of air. The 
treatment consisted in the exhibition of 
calomel, Cayenne pepper, and other stimu- 
lants in a fluid form. I do not remember 
to have seen so great a quantity of air in the 
heart so soon after death in any other in- 
stance. I submit the question whether the 
peculiar condition of the blood could have 
influenced this early separation of gas in the 
case of this woman, | am, Sir, your obe- 
dient servant, P. H. Green, 
July 4th, 1852. 





DR, JOHNSON AND DR. RAMADGE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—The character of that worthy “‘ Fel- 
low” and associate of St. John Long, both 
of whom you so well castigated in the Court 
of Common Pleas, is illustrated by the fol- 
lowing facts, which the Doctor and his 
counsel tried hard to couple together as| 
cavse and effect, to weaken my testimony | 
on the late trial. When I first settled in 
London, and before I was admitted by the 





NN College of Physicians, 
if he were known to consult with tan peter 
to my admission by that body! He, how- 
ever, waived the objection when there ap- 
SS ee 
too scrupulous of his honour and dignity. 
The —, ——, no quarrel, and 
never ind an ap feeling on m + 
though I often related the ro trot are 
illustration of the Doctor’s punctilious ad- 
hesion to professional etiquette. More than 
seven years afterwards, the learned Doctor 
took an opportunity, in my absence, to im- 
pugn some statement of a case which I had 
related in the London Medical Society ; 
but at the next meeting, when I confront 
him, he retracted his insinuations, and I 
fully proved the truth of my former state- 
ment. Who would imagine that Dr. Ra- 
madge and bis counsel would have the 
hardihood to couple these two occurrences 
together, and attempt to prove that Dr. 
Ramadge refused to consult with me in 
1819 or 1820, in consequence of his having 
accused me of making false statements of a 
case in 1827 or 1828? Yet such they did 
attempt to do, till 1 exposed the falsity of 
their assumptions. 
1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
James Jounson. 
Suffolk Place, Pall Mall, 
June 28, 1832." 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


TREATMENT OF VOMITING BY THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF HYDROCYANIC ACID, 


Tue following case possesses interest for 
two reasons, first, that after death nothing 
was found to account in any way for some 
of the symptoms present; and, secondly, 
as it affords another proof, if any such can 
be wanting, of the efficacy of the hydro- 
cyanic acid in checking vomiting, which it 
has been shown to do in almost every case, 
from whatever cause arising. To bear us 
out in this statement, we have only to refer 
our readers to Dr. Elliotson’s excellent 
work on the properties and uses of this 
acid, which supplies everything that is 
known on the subject. 

John Pindar, ztat. 30, was admitted into 
William’s Ward under the care of Dr. El- 
liotson on the ist of March. He stated that 
he was stoker in a brewhouse, and had been 
in the daily habit of drinking large quanti- 
ties of porter. Eighteen months since he 





College of Physicians, Dr. Ramadge and | 
myself came into consultation in the Strand, 


* Received too late for last week’s Number,—Ep. 





had an attack of 
was treated in this hospital. } 
last month he has experienced pain in the 
region of the stomach about ten minutes 
alter taking food, and this is immediately 
followed by vomiting. The whole abdomen 
is hard and tympanitic, but there is no pain 
oo pressure; the bowels are regular; the 
appetite good ; the pulse small and quick. 

March 2. Was seen to-day by Dr. Elliot- 
son, who ordered ext. stramonium, gr. j, 
nocte maneque. 

6. Says he is better, but has a sensation 
of nausea. Ext. stram., gr. jss. 

8. Vomited about two hours after dinner, 
The ejected matter is of a greenish-yellow 
colour. Heis harassed by thirst. 

9. Ext. stram., gr. ij. 

10. Vomiting two hours after breakfast, 
with much pain. Pulse sharp and quick. 

11. Vomiting three hours after eating. 

12, Vomiting two hours after eating. 

13, Ditto. 


14. Is losing flesh, which is particularly | 


green in the face, 
rt. stram, gr. ijss. 
20. Vomited three times since the 14th. 


No vomiting to-day. 


Acid. hudrocy, M. ij, post prandium. 


Is much emaciated; cheek bones very pro- 
minent. There is a flush in the upper part 
of the cheek, which, on examination, con- 
sists of a number of minute, though dis 
tinct vessels. No pain in any part of ab- 
domen, even on strong pressure. Tongue 
clean ; pulse 144. 

23. Vomited about the same time after 
eating on the ¢istand 22d. Acid. hydrocy. 
M. iij. " 

27. Vomits daily at the usual time after 
eating. Acid hydrocy. M. iv ter die, 

30. M.v ter die. 

April 3. Acid. hydrocy. M. vss. 

6. Acid. hydrecy. M. vi. From the 2nd 


to the 6th he vomited but twice at the usual | Pain, and had constant micturition. 


hour after food. 
10. 4.h. M. vij. Mutton-chop daily. 
17. Does not vomit so frequently; is 
much emaciated, and the skin is very dry. 
Wine giv daily. 
24. A. h. M. viij. 
27. Emaciation increases rapidly. 4, h. 
M. viijss. 
May 4. 4. h. M. ix ter die. Vomits but 
seldom. Thinks he is better, though weaker. 
8. A. h. M. ixss ter die. Porter 0j daily. 
June 4. Vomited but twice since lust 
report, and now makes no complaint but 
of debility. He takes meat daily, and the 
wine bas been increased to §vj. Ordered 
Ferri sulph. gr. v; 
Opii gr. 4 ter die. 
Emaciation is extreme. 


During the | this 


FRACTUBE ‘OF A CATHETER (8 THE BLADDER. 


11, Feels much weaker, and nearly fainted . 
on 


rpose of seeing his wife who was just 
Eooieedantie died two days after. 


Post-mortem Examination. 

The body was inspected, though not very 
minutely, after death. ‘The intestines and 
stomach were glued together, so as in fact 
almost to obliterate the cavity of the abdo- 
|men. The stomach was perfectly healthy, 
as were the intestines throughout their 
course. The mesenteric glands were like- 





wise healthy. With the exception of the 


|glueing together above stated, the viscera 
| were healthy, and the emaciation, if not the 

vomiting, remain wholly unaccounted for. 
{ The viscera of the chest were also healthy ; 
| the head was not examined. .In this case 


| Dr. Elliotson suspected ic disease of 


organic s 
the stomach, though he never would give a 


decided opinion on the subject. 





ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL, 


CLINICAL REMARKS 
BY 
Mr. BRODIE, 
Delivered June 2d, 1832. 


FRACTURE OF A CATHETER IN THE 





| ly relieving the 
| Mr. Brodie saw him ; the man was in great 


BLADDER. 


A man was admitted on Tuesday, May 
29th, with a portion of elastic catheter in his 
bladder. He was sent to bed, and as his 
sufferings were very great, tinct. opii m. xl, 
were given him, which had the effect of grear- 
ain. On the following day 


He 
| was ordered to be kept quiet, and to have a 
| dose of castor oil on the following morning. 
| June 1. On Mr. Brodie visiting him to- 
| day, he was found to be much the same in 
jall his symptoms. A sound was passed, 

which met with some obstruction on enter- 

ing the neck of the bladder, from the foreign 
| body init. The man complained of great 
pain in the bladder, and Mr. Brodie said 
he could feel the foreign body coiled up 
within the cavity of that viscus. On with- 
drawing the sound, Mr. Brodie said that he 
{thought it would be better to perform the 


| operation on the man, as for lithotomy, on 


the following day, and gave directions that 
the surgeons of the hospital should be sum- 
moned for that purpose. 

2d. This day, at 2 p.m., the operation 
was performed, The man was placed on 








FRACTURE OF THE NECK OF THE FEMUR. 
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the table, and bound as for lithotomy, and a|incrustation need not be: chemically ex. 


sound was introduced into the blad- 

° yy Bp with one gens: 
through i prostate 
of the bladder, down uponit, and introduced 
the forceps (having the index finger for his 
guide) into the wound. The sound was 
withdrawn, but the forceps nl 

foreign body, which was ex ina 
readier manner by the fingers. The wound 
made by the operator was very small, and 
the man bore it very well, It lasted scarcely 
two minutes. A piece of dry lint was 
placed in the Bek ag and the man was sent 
to bed. Mr. Brodie then addressed the 
pupils :— 

«‘Gentlemen,—It appears that this man 
has had enlargement of the prostate gland, 
which has caused occasional retention of 
urine, for the relief of which he has been 
instructed to use the catheter; this, by 
some means or other, got broke on his pass- 
ing it, a few days ago. Que part of it was 
drawn out through the method used by some 
medical man whom he consulted before he 
came in hither, and the other remained 
in the bladder, Well now, | suppose he 
muat have used this catheter for some time, 
for it is only old eatheters that do break, 
wy know that ia the practice of our art 
we do not use old catheters for that very 
reason. It is a very rare thing for a cathe- 
ter to breakin the bladder. 1 do not recol- 
lect to have ever heard of or seeu such a case 
before, The only one at all analogous to 
it that I know of, was that of a gardener 
who had stricture of the urethra. Well, 
this poor fellow did not know what stricture 
was, or whether a surgeon could relieve 
him, or where a surgeou could he found, 
for I believe there was not one in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood where he lived. Well, 
but, in this dilemma, he proved himself a 
very cunning, clever fellow, and he cer- 
tainly made use of a very strange remedy to 


relieve himself. He had no bougie or ¢a- 


theter, so whenever the difficulty of passing 
his water came on, be used to cut a good 
strong flower-stalk from his master's garden, 
and pass it along the urethra, and thus re- 


Well, he continued this for 
along time, until, in an unlucky moment, 
the flower-stalk broke in his bladder. The 
r fellow suffered very great agony from 

at, awd at last he came to the hospital, 
and Sir Everard Home cut into the bladder 
and extracted the flower-stalk, which was 
pf much encrusted with the phosphates, 
which had im fact formed a long cal- 
culus. Well now, this tion of catheter 
which I have extrac from this man’s 
bladder is, as you see, very much encrusted, 
and if it had been left longer in, would, I 
have no doubt, formed a long stone, as inthe 
case which I have just related. Now, this 


lieve himself. 








amined to tell what itis. It is the phos- 
phate of lime which is always deposited on 
these foreign bodies first; and if they re- 
main jn the bladder for a longer time the 
urine secreted in the kidney forms the 
triple phosphate upon the phosphate of 
lime, thus torming, as you know, the fusible 
calculus. The man’s urine was loaded with 
thick ropy mucus, which, you know, is 
caused by low chronic inflammation of the 
bladder; but he complained so much of 
pain above the pubes, that I am inclined 
to think that the inflammation must have 
been more of an acute character than is 
usual in these cases. I did think of using 
Weiss’s urethra forceps to extract this por- 
tion of catheter, but, on reflection, I thought 
that it would only irritate, and if it did not 
succeed, (of which there was a chance,) I 
should have, after all, to cut into the blad- 
der; besides, too, this man had enlarged 
prostate gland, which was another reason 
against my using the forceps, so that | de- 
termined, after consulting with Mr. Haw- 
kins and Mr. Babington upon the subject, 
to operate on the man in the way that 
we commonly operate for lithotomy. You 
have seen how it bas been performed. He 
has borne the operation very well, and [ 
think bids fair to recover.” 

June 4. The man is doing very well to- 
day, his pulse and tongue are good, his 
spirits cheerful ; bowels moved greatly by 
castor oil, and part of the urine comes away 
per urethram. Mr. Brodie remarked that 
forty-eight hours had now elapsed since 
the operation without any bad symptom 
occurring, and it was very rare if any did 
occur, that they came on in less than that 
time. 

The last time we saw this patient he 
had been moved down into one of the lower 
wards of the hospital, and was doing ex- 
tremely well. 

PRACTURE OF THE NECK OF THE FEMUR, 

An old woman, Margaret Creed, was ad- 
mitted May 26, having been knocked down 
by a horse in the street and runover. She 
had a severe contusion of the left leg, and 
on examining her more closely, Mr. Fer- 
nandez discovered that there wus a fracture 
of the neck of the femur of the opposite 
side. On rotating it, a crepitus can be 
distinctly heard, and the trochanter major 
rolls in a larger arc of a circle than it 
naturally should; there is however not 
much shortening of the limb, and Mr. 
Brodie remarked that this latter fact was a 
frequent cause why fracture of the neck of 
the femur was overlooked, “ for,” added 
Mr. Brodie, “ the shortening of the limb 
in these cases seldom or ever takes place 
before a fortnight or three weeks have 





aut 


ela since the receipt of the injury. 
haw however states the pn mt 
to this, says the shortening takes place 
directly after the injury, but I do not know 
that I have ever seen this take place. In 
this case, Gentlemen, you see the patient 
is very old, and therefore I really do not 
think that it is worth her while at her time 
of life to submit to the great inconvenience 
of tight bandaging, &c., which she must 
do in order to bring the fractured ends of 
the bone into anything like contact. She 
had therefore better remain in bed for the 
resent; rest will do her good; she will 
able to walk tolerably well, and the only 
inconvenience to her will be that of having 
a sort of double joint.” 

On Thursday, June 14, the operation of 
amputation was performed by Mr. Walker, 
the assistant surgeon to the hospital, on the 
patient whose case of scrofulous affection 
of the ankle jcint we spoke of in a former 
number. On the same day Mr. Walker ex- 
tirpated a tumour from the neck, but ina 
manner not at all calculated to raise him in 
the estimation of a profession which boasts 
of dexterity and science in the performance 
of all its operations. 

We are happy however to add that they 
are both doing very well. 





LONDON HOSPITAL. 


STRANGULATED FEMORAL HERNIA. 


B. G., wtat. 50, of spare habit of body, 
was admitted into this hospital about twelve 
o'clock on the th June, labouring under 
strangulated femoral hernia of the left side. 
The man was placed in Gloucester ward, 
the accident ward for the week, under the 
care of Mr. Andrews, who visited the pa- 
tient very shortly after his admission. 
The patient stated that he had been the 
subject of hernia from his childhood, but 
that not baving suffered any inconvenience 
from it, be had never paid any attention to 
it until it descended on the morning of the 
7th, when violent pain came on, which in- 
duced him to call in the assistance of a 
medical man, who finding all his attempts 
to return it unsuccessful, recommended his 
being brought hither. On his admission, the 
taxis was again employed without success, 
when Mr. Andrews informed him of the 
necessity of submitting to the operation, to 
which he consented, and he was accordingly 
taken to the operating theatre. The tumour 
was sbout the size of a duck's ege. 

The operation was performed by Mr. 
Andrews about one o'clock, he commenced 
by making an incision over the tumour, and 





STRANGULAYED FEMORAL HERNIA. 


downwards to the lower part of the 
swelling, in this part of the operation cut- 
ting through the integuments and cellular 


the layer® of fascia by means of a scalpel 
and director. Having reached the hernial 


sac, it was pinched up, and a small opening 
carefully she into 4 from which a small 


quantity of serous fluid immediately flowed ; 
@ sac was then completely laid open by 
means of the bistoury and director. The 
contents of the hernial sac being thus ex- 
posed, were found to be a portion of omen- 
tum, and behind this a knuckle of dark- 
coloured intestine; the stricture was then 
divided with a bistoury, after which the 
intestine was readily On ex- 
amining the omentum, a portion was found 
to be adherent to the sac. Mr. Andrews 
then determined on removing the protruded 
portion of omentum ; he dissected it from its 
adhesions, and then cut through it, at its 
upper part ; it was necessary to secure one 
vessel with a ligature; the edges of the 
wound were then brought together, and re- 
tained by a suture and straps of adhesive 
plaster, over which a compress of lint was 
placed. He was ordered the following :— 

RK Magnes. sulphat. 3) 

Aque menthe pip. %j. 2nd quag. hora 
sumend, donec alvus respond. 

In the evening he complained of con- 
siderable tenderness of the abdomen, for 
which twelve leeches were applied; his 
bowels not having been opened by the me- 
dicine, he was ordered an enema of castor 
oil, common salt, and gruel. 

10. Passed a very restless night, and 
has considerable tenderness of the abdomen ; 
bowels opened three times; pulse 76, and 
somewhat sharp; tongue covered with a 
thin white fur. 

Hirudines xv, to the abdomen ; 
Hydr. c. ereta gr. v. ter die sumend. 


11. Passed a tolerably comfortably night ; 
bowels opened once last night; pulse 68, 
moderately full ; tenderness of the abdomea 
much diminished; tongue furred; skin 
hot. 

R Magnes. sulph. 3) ; 
Aq. M. p. 3} quant. quag. hor. 
sumend. donec alvus respond. 


His bowels not having been relieved by the 
evening the enema was repeated, which had 
the effect of relieving his bowels freely. 
12th. Passed a comfortable night; 
bowels opened twice ; tenderness of abdo- 
men gone; can bear pressure over the ab- 
domen without feeling pain ; pulse 68, full 
tongue clean ; skin cool ; free from thirst. 
iSth. Had several hours comfortable 
sleep during the night; skin cool; pulse 
76, full, free from hardness ; bowels not re- 
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lieved since yesterday ; tongue furred ; . 


ina medical man, who recommended his 
i diate removal to this hospital. 





rather thirsty ; complains of tenderness o 
the abdomen, to which 12 leeches were 

lied, and a common purgative enema 
= administered. 

14. Slept tolerably well, and feels quite 
comfortable ; pulse 70, moderately full ; 
skin cool and moist ; tenderness of abdomen 

ne; bowels open; tongue very much 
om | 

To take the hudr.c.creta, night and morn- | 
ing. In the evening his skin became hot, | 
and he complained of flying pains in the | 
abdomen, for which 12 leeches were ap-| 

ied. 





15. Passed a restless night owing to his 
bowels having been very much relaxed ; 
pulse quiet ; skin cool ; tongue furred. 

16. Had a very good night, and this 
morning feels quite comfortable; bowels 
open; skin cool; tongue cleaner; pulse 
quiet. 

18. Slept tolerably well last night ; 
bowels open ; tongue clean ; free from pain ; 
in every respect doing well; the wound 
looks healthy. 


HYDROPHOBIA FOLLOWING THE 
BITE OF A FOX. 


E. B,, a man about 46 years of age, was 
brought to this hospital between eight and 
nine o'clock of the evening of the 10th inst., 
labouring under the symptoms of hydro- 
phobia. His friends stated he was fre- 
quently in the habit of indulging himself 
with drinking freely of malt liquors and 
spirits, but at the time the accident oc- 
curred he was quite sober. It appeared he 
kept a tame fox for his amusement, but 
about six weeks since, being about to dis- 


On his admission, his look was extremely 
distressed. He complained of great un- 
easiness and a feeling of oppression about 
the chest, more particularly in the region 
of the diaphragm ; breathing hurried ; 
pulse about 100. Almost immediately on 
entering the doors of the hospital he ran 
into the garden, and could on'y be got into 
the ward by entering through a window, as 
he declared his inability to pass along the 
passage, the slightest breath of air being 
sufficient to cause considerable distress ; 
he was ordered carbonate of ammonia ond 
opium, ten grains of the former and one 
grain of the latter, in the form of a pill, 
every hour, but which he refused to swal- 
low, At this time he was perfectly sensi- 
ble, and was ordered a blister to the spine, 
and an enema, containing an ounce of lau- 
danum, to be administered. 

During the night the spasms became ex- 
tremely violent and more frequent, start- 
ing up convulsively every minute. About 
eight o'clock in the morning he was ex- 
tremely violent, so much so as to require 
five men to hold him to prevent his doing 
some mischief to himself, At this time the 
convulsions were very violent, and the 
sense of suffocation extremely distress- 
ing. About nine oclock, the enema or- 
dered last night, but which could not be 
administered before, owing to the violence 
of the convulsive struggles, was adminis- 
tered, and at about ten o'clock another con- 
taining six drachms was thrown up. About 
half an hour afterwards another was ad- 
ministered, and ordered to be repeated 
every half hour, 

An ointment composed of two drachms 
of the acetate of morphia, with one ounce of 








pose of it, he wished to show it toits intended 


hog’s-lard, was directed to be rubbed over 


purchaser, and on the animal not readily 'the spine, but this failed in producing 


- obeying his call he put his hand into its | any beneficial effect ; on the contrary, we 


house for the purpose of bringing it out,/thought the spasms were more violent 
when the animal bit him, but not severely, | during the friction; shortly afterwards he 


in the back of the hand, and also in the| 
palm. He took no notice of the bites, 
which readily healed up, and he continued 
in the enjoyment of his accustomed health 
until the day previous to his admission, 
when he complained of pain in the bitten 
part running up the arm to the axilla, with 
a general feeling of illness without being 
able to mention any partieular part affected. 
Towards night he became extremely irri- 
table, and was unable to rest in bed. On 
Sunday morning, while taking breakfast, 
after having drunk some tea, he declared he 
could not drink any more, for if he did he 
was sure it would choke him, at which time 
he felt a great tightness and sense of suffo- 
cation about the threat. His friends be- 
coming alarmed by these symptoms, called 


| became less violent, but this was probably 
owing more to the exhaustion of nature than 
|to any effect produced by the remedies em- 
ployed. His pulse became extremely rapid 
until his death, which took place about two 
o'clock. 

The animal died a few days after inflict- 
ing the bite, but he attributed this to 
some person having given it poison, not 
thinking for one instant of its being in a 
rabid state. 

Inspectio cadaveris, twenty-four hours post- 
mortem, 

On removing the calvarium, there was 
found to be an effusion of serum between 
the pia mater and tunica arachnoides, and 
on cutting into the substance of the brain « 
greater number of red points were seen than 
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usual, About half an ounce of serum in the 
lateral ventricles. On cutting through the 
theca vertebralis, a small quantity of serous 
fluid issued out; the spinal marrow ap- 
peared more vascular than natural, and op- 
je they cervical eo it presented a 

appearance. tongue was ex- 
amined, but no pustules, as described bry 
some authors, could be discovered, the 
glands on the dorsum of the tongue were 
in a state of enlargement as were se- 
veral of the lymphatic glands of the neck. 
The lining membrane of the pharynx 
highly vascular, the vascularity extend- 


HY DROPHOBIA.—ABSCESS OF FHE THIGH. 


mortem eramination was made in this case, 
owing to the parents’ refusing their con- 
sent, 


PHLEGMONOUS ABSCESS OF THE THIGH. 


W.E., seaman, xtat. 26, was admitted on 
the 26th May, under the care of Mr. Scott, 
with an extensive phlegmonous swelling of 
the left thigh. 

He states that a short time since he came 
from Plymouth in a steam-ship, and at 
night laid himself down to sleep upon the deck 
near the boiler, without any other covering 





ing into the trachea; lungs healthy but | than the clothes he wore in the day time, 
gorged with blood ; the sympathetic, eighth | When he awoke in the morning, be felt him- 
pair, and phrenic nerves, did not exhibit any | self very chilly, with pain in his limbs, and 


rance of disease; we thought them | considerable lassitude ; on bis returned home 
{to his friends, he felt extremely unwell, 
}and the thigh became red, and very much 
| swollen, with cousiderable pain in the part, 
| He was attended for a day or two at home 
by a medical man, who bled him largely, 
and applied a number of leeches to the 
thigh, but finding the swelling increase, he 
recommended his being brought hither, 
On his admission, the thigh was found 
to be of nearly double the size of the sound 
jlimb, extremely red and painful. He was 


rather smaller than might have been ex- 
pected in a stout man ; esophagus healthy ; 
nothing particular in the stomach except- 
ing a few very red spots beneath the 
mucous membrane. Intestines healthy, with 
the exception of the joiveum, a small por- 
tion of vhich was highly vascular. The 
back of the hand in the vicinity of the bite 
was carefully dissected, when several twigs, 
apparently branches of the superficialis 
nerve, were seen close to the cicatrices, but 


ordered to have forty leaches applied im- 
mediately ; the thigh afterwards to be well 
fomented, and then spirit wash constantly 
‘applied ; his pulse was quick and weak ; 
countenance anxious. Was ordered the 
On Wednesday the 13th June, about four following medicine :-— 
o'clock in the afternoon, another case of 
hydrophobia was brought into this hospital.) [ 4mmon. carbon. gr. v ; 
The patient, a fine boy about four years Tincture opit Mv; 
of age, had been bitten in the face by a dog | Mist. camphor@ %) ; ft. haustus 2nd 
about seven weeks since. A medical man | __ see hora sumend ; ° 
who saw the child soon after it was bitten, Tinet. opii W[ Xxx, hora somni su- 
recommended the excision of the part, but | mend. 
this the parents of the child would not; 27th. Slept tolerably well during the 
allow. The symptoms began to present night, and feels comfortable; pulse about 
themselves a few days previous to his ad- | 100, and weak; skia hot; tongue rather 
mission, by drowsiness, and general disin- | furred; has less pain in the thigh, which 
elination to move ; about twenty-four hours | appears to be rather smaller than last night ; 
previous to his being brought here, decided | no fluctuation can at present be detected ; 
symptoms of hydrophobia presented them- bowels not opened since his admission ; he 
selves. | was ordered a small quantity of castor oil, 
The treatment adopted in this case, con- | which procured one motion. To repeat the 
aisted in applying six leeches to the throat, Jeeches and fomentation as well as the 
which appeared to afford decided relief for{ spirit lotion, and continue the draughts and 
atime, and grain doses of the superacetate | gnodyue at night. 
of lead every half hour, until eighteen| To have a pint of porter daily. 
grains had been given, when violent; 28. Passed a comfortable night, but com- 
colicky pains came on; the lead was ac-| plains of great weakness; has very little 
cordingly discontinued, and clysters con- | appetite ; bowels regular; skin hot ; com- 
taining 40 drops of laudwunum with castor! plains of considerable pain im the thigh, 
oil, were ordered, two of which were ad-| to which the spirit lotion continues to be 
ministered, and which appeared to afford | applied. ‘To continue the draughts, with 
some transient relief. The little sufierer | the addition of five mimims more of the lau- 
lingered on till about four o'clock the fol-|danum to each draught, and to have eight 
lowing afternoon, when death put a period | ounces of wine, in addition vo the pint of 
to his sufferings. We believe no post- | porter, daily, 


they did not appear to be diseased. 
HYDROPHOBIA FOLLOWING THE 
BITE OF A DOG. 





- OPERATION FOR CATARACT. 


:-29. Passed an indifferent night, and does 
not feel so well as yesterday ; countenance 
anxious; pulse 96, small and weak ; skin 
covered with ion ; bowels opened ; 
swelling of the thigh rather more than yes- 
terday. Mr. Scott considering he could de- 
tect fluctuation, made an incision with a 
scalpel about four inches in length in the 
back of the ae whith gave exit to a 
émall quantity of purulent matter. 

To continue the draughts and anodyne 
and the thigh to be enveloped in a poultice, 


31, Passed a restless night, and feels 
very weak and low ; tongue furred ; bowels 
épen; has considerable sweats at night ; 
countenance anxious ; the limb discharges 
a considerable quantity of purulent matter 
daily. 

The quantity of wine was to-day increased 
to ten ounces; and the limb ordered to be 
rolled from the foot to the hip, leaving an 
opening over the incision for the exit of the 
discharge. 

June 2. The disebarge is very much in- 
ereased, and he feels much exhausted ; the 
swelling of the thigh is much diminished, 
being now of nearly the natural size ; sleeps 
tolerably well; bowels open without the 
use of aperient medicine. To have the 
quantity of wine increased to sixteen ounces, 
and continue the porter ; takes the draughts 
and anodyne as before. 


* 4. Appears much exhausted; the exer- 
tion attendant on having the thigh dressed 
causes very great fatigue ; the discharge is 
profuse, requiring his bed-clothes to be 
changed twice a day; tongue clean and 
moist, but tremulous ; bowels natural ; ap- 
petite bad; pulse 110, small and weak ; 
the night sweats continue very profuse. 
The quantity of wine was to-day increased 
to twenty ounces. 

7. ls much exh in- 
dicative of greet debility ; bowels open; 
pulse quick and small; tongue partially 
covered with a brownish fur; profuse 
sweats ; discharge very considerable ; is 
allowed twenty-four ounces of wine, with 
two pints of porter and two mutton chops 
duiiy, and desired to ask for any nourish- 
ment he could relish. 

To continue the draughts with the ano- 
dyne at night. 

"9, Much the same as on the 7th. To-day 
the porter was exchanged for ale at his 
request. 

» 12. Has become much exhausted ; passed 
& restless night; and this morning could 
hot take his draughts ; the discharge con- 
tinues much as before, as do the other 
symptoms. Mr. Scott ordered him to dis- 
continue the draughts, and take the follow- 
ing :— 


tod 





3; cou nt 





BR Quinine sutphat. gr. ¥ ; 

Acid. sulph. dit. m, x; 

Tinet. opit m, V5 

Mist. camphore 3j ; ft. haust 6tis hor. 
sumend. Rep. haust. anodyn. h.s.s. 


Since the above report was written some 
little amendment has taken place ; the night 
sweats are less profuse, but the discharge 
still continues very considerable ; every 
means of supporting his strength are re- 
sorted to; he takes the quinine three times 
a day, and is allowed anything nourishing 
he desires ; his daily allowance consists of 
two pints of port wine and two pists of ale, 
with beef steaks. 

July 3. The poor fellow kept gradually 
sinking until yesterday morning, when he 
expired, 


OPERATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF 
CATARACT. 


June 12. Mr. Scott operated for the re- 
moval of cataract on G. E., etat. 66. This 
man stated he had been the subject of this 
disease for the last five or six years, and 
cannot assign any cause for its formation ; 
his occupation has been that of a silk dyer. 

On an examination, both eyes were found 
to be affected with the disease. The cata- 
racts are of an amber colour, and the mo- 
tions of the iris free ; there was some de- 
gree of vision; the patieut could distin- 
guish large and bright objects, and could 
see more distinctly in a weak than in a 
strong light; thus, towards evening he 
could see objects which in strong daylight 
he could not perceive; by these symp- 
toms, coupled with the age of the patient, 
the cutaract was judged to be of the firm 
kind. 

The patient being laid upon a table, Mr. 
Scott made an incision in the cornea of the 
right eye with Beer’s knife, passing it 
through the anterior chamber to the oppo- 
site side, then introducing the curved 
needle, after which, by making a little 
gentle pressure on the globe, the cataract 
was readily removed. After the operation, 
a compress of linen, wet with cold water, 
was applied to the eyes, and fixed by a 
bandage, and the patient was directed to be 
placed in bed in a darkened room, with his 
back to the light, and to be allowed nothing 
in the way of food but slops, and those of 
the blandest kind. 

15. Passed a restless night, but does not 
complain of pain; tongue rather furred ; 
bowels not open ; has very little inclination 
for food, and what he takes consists of a 
little tea; pulse 80, moderately full; skin 
cool, 

14, Passed a restless night, but fee's in- 


clined to doze this morning ; hus no pain ; 





“se 

oo quiet; skin cool; his bowels not 
ing relieved, was ordered a dose of castor 

* which opened his bowels twice ; tongue 


jean. 

15. Slept very well during the night, and 
appears to be quite comfortable; bowels 
open; skin cool; tongue clean; pulse 
quiet ; free from pain; the incision in the 
cornea appears to be united. 

20. In every respect doing well; the 
section of the cornea has perfectly united ; 
it will be seen that no active treatment has 
been required in this case ; the whole that 
has been done for him has been to care- 
fully exclude the light, and pay proper 
attention to his bowels; he has not com- 
plained at any time since the operation of 
the least pain in the head, and now enjoys 
very vision, 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF BOTH LEGS, 


— Lynch, a sailor, aged 50, was admitted 
on the morning of the 11th May, under the 
care of Sir William Blizard, with compound 
fracture of both legs. The injuries were 
occasioned by the poor fellow falling down 
the hold of a ship in the St. Catharine 
Docks, and falling on his feet on some iron 
ballast, his right leg passing between the 
pe of iron, while a quantity of rope 

ll upon his left leg, by which the ends of 
the bones were driven through the integu- 
ments. 

On examination, a very extensive com- 

d fracture of both legs was found, the 
ower portion of each fibula was protruding ; 
there was considerable laceration of integu- 
ment ; the bones were completely smashed. 
At the time of his admission there was con- 
siderable hemorrhage, particularly from the 
left leg, which was supposed to come 
from the anterior tibial artery, but which on 
& more minute examination was found not 
to be the case. A consultation was held, 
when it was determined to defer amputation 
until more urgent symptoms arose, and thus 
give him a chance of recovery without am- 
putation, the anterior and posterior tibial 
arteries having apparently escaped being 
injured, as they could be felt pulsating in 
the foot. One ligature was applied, which 
had the effect of controlling the hemor- 
rhage ; the integuments were brought to- 
gether by strips of adhesive plaster, and 
the legs placed in splints, and ordered to 
be kept constantly wet with cold wash. 

12. Slept for about two hours; pulse 
80, full; skin cool; complains of a sense 
of coldness over the whole body ; has pain 
in the feet, particularly the right foot, 
there has been very litle hemorrhage ; 
tongue furred; his bowels were opened 
just before the accident. To take the 


Mist, saline acetat, 383, 4tis horis. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF BOTH LEGS. 


13. Passed a very restless night; pulse 
quick ; tongue furred ; skin hot; counte- 
nance anxious; appetite bad; takes « little 
tea; the limbs swollen and very painful. 

14. Slept for nearly five hours during 
the night, and feels much more comfort- 
able; pulse 84, small; tongue furred ; 
free from thirst; skin cool and i 
bowels bave not been opened. 

15. Was extremely restless until about 
one o’clock this morning, when the dresser 
ordered him thirty drops of laudanum, 
which had the effect of giving him several 
hours comfortable sleep ; expresses himself 
much more comfortable this morning ; had 
considerable pain during the early part of 
the night in both extremities; particularly 
the left; running from the feet to the groin; 
pulse 64,small; skin cool. The is Were 
changed to-day, and the limbs look very 
well, the fractured portions being in appo- 
sition. 

16. Passed a oy restless night, which 
he attributes to his | being moved 
yesterday; complains of a burning and 
| throbbing pain in his legs, which is much 
more severe in the left ; bowels open twice ; 
tenderness in epigastric; skin hot; free 
from thirst; has no appetite; was ordered 
two pints of porter daily, and to take 


Decoct. cinchone }jss ter die. 


17. Had a very bad night, not having 
slept more than half an hour during the 
whole night ; bowels have not been pow 
skin hot; pulse 84, full; pain in the left 
leg, which is hot and swollen. 

18. Passed a sleepless night, owing to 
the severe pain in the left leg extending to 
the groin; bowels open; skin hot pry ae 
pulse 90, full, with a degree of sharpness ; 
appetite none; is thirsty ; tongue slightly 
furred ; the splints were removed again to- 
day ; the legs are hot and swollen. 

19. Passed a very tranquil night, and 
this morning feels much more comfortable ; 
bowels opened once ; tongue clean ; appe- 
tite improving; pulse 84, moderately full. 
Continues taking the bark. 

22, Much as on the 19th. 





CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 


Mr. Trustram, The plate and the 
mula have both been given in back numbe 
Tue Lancet. 

** Owen Danvelto” is, we presume, an 
anon signature. 

We should certainly have given Dr. Ayre’s 
paper, received this week, insertion in our present 
number, but ci t render its appearance 
unti! our next impossible. 

Has W.C., who wrote from one of the 
Borough Hospitals, any leisure ¢ 

The replies to Mr. Costello’s letters 


next week, 


for- 
rs of 











